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Cheryl Dunning, 67, lives with her two dogs in the Parkrose neighborhood up a little hill 

about a block off busy Northeast Sandy Boulevard. 

She said her life there is a nightmare, too frequently filled with the sounds of gunfire, 

sometimes right outside her door. 

Police have recorded 10 shootings within a quarter mile of her home in just the first nine 

months of the year. 

 

Don’t see the map above? Click here 

 

Dunning has at times come face-to-face with the gun violence in her neighborhood. In 

September, she reported to police that someone parked across the street pointed a gun at her 

before driving off. 
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“It’s horrible and I never sleep,” Dunning said. “They’ve taken everything, destroyed 

everything and I’ve only been here for not even a year but I can’t afford to live anywhere 

else.” 

 

Parkrose recorded more shootings per capita since 2019 than any other Portland neighborhood 

with at least 1,000 residents, according to an analysis of city statistics through September by 

The Oregonian/OregonLive. It is just one pressurized example of the record-setting rise in gun 

violence people like Dunning are experiencing across the city. 

Portland this month surpassed 1,000 shootings citywide for the year, putting it on pace to 

triple gunfire from 2019. Those shootings have fueled a historic wave of death, accounting 

for three-quarters of the all homicides this year, which as of Sunday appears to be a single-

year record with 71 fatalities. 

The majority of the city’s gun violence is in select areas of inner North and Northeast 

Portland, and beyond 82nd Avenue in east Portland. Many wealthy neighborhoods in the 

center of the city and the West Hills have been completely untouched by gunfire over nearly 

three years -- some without even a single shooting -- according to an analysis of data collected 

from records requests and publicly available Portland police databases. 

Portland shootings 2019-21 

There have been more than 2,000 shootings in Portland since 2019, with nearly half of those 

coming in 2021. East Portland and inner North/Northeast have been hit the hardest. 

This distribution of shootings, based on economic and racial boundaries, is unsurprising to 

Brian Renauer, director of Portland State’s Criminal Justice Policy Research Institute.  

“The concentrations where violence is occurring in the Portland metro area haven’t changed 

in 25 years,” he said. “What’s changed is the level of lethality.” 

Shootings had been on a steady decline in Portland over the last few decades, Renauer said, 

but burst back onto the scene last year. The surge in shootings appears to have 

pushed Portland past its homicide record of 70 deaths from 1987. 

Experts like Julie Dodge, the interim director of Multnomah County’s Behavioral Health 

division, attribute some of the spike to the COVID-19 pandemic exacerbating existing 

problems in communities already experiencing gun violence. Homicides in Portland climbed 

over 60% in 2020 from the previous year, according to FBI data, exceeding the nationwide 

spike of 30%. 

“I don’t want to blame COVID for all the world’s ails, but it’s disrupted people’s lives, and 

created a generalized sense of anxiety and tension,” Dodge said. It also reversed years of 

progress by forcing people inside and away from support systems that help them cope in 

healthy ways. 

Where the shootings are 

Half of all Portland shootings since 2019 occurred east of 82nd Avenue, and the majority of 

those that did not occurred in North and inner Northeast Portland. 
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Many of the shootings bunch up at the city’s major thoroughfares. 

Gun violence tends to occur on major roadways where more people cross paths and where 

businesses like strip clubs and liquor stores are located, said Jonathan Jay, a professor at 

Boston University who studies how built environments affect gun violence. 

Portland’s correlation between shootings and major roadways is unusually high compared to 

other large U.S. cities, Jay said. 

“You could almost draw the arterial street network of Portland just in terms of the shootings,” 

he said. 

The Hazelwood neighborhood in east Portland recorded the most shootings from January 

2019 through this September, with 175, though it has the second highest population of any 

neighborhood in the city. It stretches from Interstate 205 to as far east as Northeast 148th 

Avenue, containing 102nd and 122nd avenues, Northeast Burnside, Glisan and Halsey streets, 

and Southeast Stark and Division streets. 

Fully 93 of the shootings in Hazelwood occurred on or along those streets. 

Beyond Hazelwood, Portland’s highest number of shootings also occurred in other east 

Portland neighborhoods. Of the 10 neighborhoods citywide with the most total shootings, 

seven are entirely or partially east of 82nd Avenue. Powellhurst-Gilbert had the second most, 

with 147 shootings, and Centennial was third with 139. 

After factoring for population, east Portland still stands out -- but the neighborhoods shift. 

Four of the top 10 neighborhoods for shootings per capita, among areas with at least 1,000 

residents, are east of 82nd Avenue. The list includes Parkrose and its neighbors, Sumner and 

Argay Terrace, plus Hazelwood. 

Closer-in neighborhoods in North and Northeast Portland, including Eliot, Woodlawn, King, 

Cully and the Lloyd District, round out much of the list. Only one area west of the Willamette 

River, Old Town/Chinatown -- home to downtown-area nightclubs -- ranked in the top 10. 

“You can overlay that map on educational outcomes and it’ll look the same, you can overlay 

that map on income and it’ll look the same, you can overlay that map on food deserts, access 

to healthy food, or access to healthy recreation outputs and you’ll see the same patterns,” said 

Dodge, the Multnomah County official. 

In addition to those socioeconomic disparities between Portland neighborhoods is a disparity 

in community cohesiveness, said Renuaer, the Portland State official. 

Residents in areas with the most shootings will often trust their neighbors less and share less 

in common, he said. This can mean people are less likely to call for help when a neighbor is 

hurt. It can also mean residents have less time than their wealthy counterparts to get involved 

in their neighborhoods. 
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“People who are experiencing unemployment, living below the poverty line, receiving public 

assistance, and they’re a single parent, they have less time to engage in their community, to 

get involved, to fight against crime or harmful actions of government that might be impacting 

their neighborhood, new developments and things of that nature,” Renauer said “So they’re 

less civically engaged for very good reasons.” 

Neighborhoods near major arteries with less trees and parks also encourage less community 

engagement, said Jay, the Boston University professor. There is a long line of research that 

indicates more access to nearby green space equates to lower rates of gun violence, he said, 

but these spaces have historically been denied to communities of color. 

 

Some of Portland’s most expensive and leafiest neighborhoods, like Eastmoreland , Hillside 

and Northwest Heights, didn’t see a single shooting in the three year period. 

Responding to gun violence 

The shooters, almost always young men, often experienced some type of childhood trauma, 

Renauer said. That could be divorce, separation from their family, an incarcerated family 

member, abuse or addiction in the home. 

Initiatives helping these young men like mentorships and community engagement 

opportunities supplied by nonprofits in neighborhoods experiencing gun violence were largely 

taken away during the pandemic, said Yolanda Gonzalez, senior manager for direct clinical 

services at Multnomah County. 

Officials announced a recent investment of over $1 million to Multnomah County’s 

behavioral health department last month. Gonzalez is using her seven-plus years in violence 

prevention counseling to put together a team of diverse people, some who have experienced 

gun violence first hand, to go into neighborhoods and provide counseling. 

“Healing happens faster when the person across from you looks like you,” she said. “Also, 

you don’t have to explain any cultural norms or why you reacted a certain way, or you can go 

in between two languages.” 

Clinicians or mentors who have been on either side of gun violence can share their own 

experiences and methods for coping, Gonzalez said. 

‘It gives me anxiety’ 

The intersection of Northeast Martin Luther King Boulevard and Fremont Street is just blocks 

away from the spendy New Seasons Market. Go up a block from there to find the trendy Thai 

barbecue restaurant Eem, named by The New York Times to a top-50 nationwide restaurant 

list. 

But Kodee Archuleta, a 25-year-old who lives on Fremont Street, thinks first of the bullet he 

had to pull out of the side of his house and the gunfire he said he hears almost weekly. 

There have been eight reported shootings within a quarter mile of his North Portland home 

this year, and 22 since 2019. Among neighborhoods with at least 1,000 residents, Eliot, where 

Archuleta lives, had the third most shootings in Portland per capita in recent years. 
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He said the gunfire has made him paranoid. Neighbors keep to themselves and stay inside 

where they feel safe. 

“It gives me anxiety,” he said. “I feel like I can hear people moving through the yard when 

they’re not really there.” 

-- Jack Forrest; jforrest@oregonian.com; 541-222-9808; Follow on Twitter @Jackmandu55 
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