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Pennsylvania Governor Tom 
Wolf (D) is ready to sign 
legislation to legalize 
marijuana. So, it’s just a 
matter of time before 
entrepreneurs will be able to 

start cannabis-related businesses, right? Well 
not exactly! 
 
There are over a dozen proposals to legalize 
adult-use marijuana in PA from various 
lawmakers, but they all seem to face some 
pretty steep obstacles. Gov. Wolf has been 
urging lawmakers to legalize recreational use 
of marijuana since 2020. But tweeted, he will 
only sign legislation that includes 
“decriminalization and restorative justice 
measures.” A number of the proposed bills 
include reform that would retroactively 
decriminalize possession of marijuana (to a 
certain limit) and expunge non-violent 
marijuana convictions.  

 
On the same day Gov. Wolf made his 
statement, the PA Senate Law & Justice 
Committee, chaired by Mike Regan (R-
Cumberland/York), held the first public 
hearing on the legalization of adult-use 
cannabis in the Commonwealth. Regan was 
an architect of PA’s law legalizing marijuana 
for medical use. He is looking to build upon 
the success of that program with his 

proposed legislation to legalize marijuana for 
recreational use.  

 
Regan has not expounded on opportunities 
for entrepreneurs under his proposed 
legislation like other lawmakers. But he 
mentions how lucrative legalization could be. 
He likens the profits generated from the sale 
of adult-use, albeit currently illegally, to 
profits of Fortune 500 companies. Regan 
wants “to make sure that Pennsylvanians 
[e.g., entrepreneurs] receive their fair share.” 
Senator Daniel Laughlin (R-Erie) and Senator 
Sharif Street’s (D-Philadelphia) bipartisan 
proposal would provide the opportunity to 
cultivate marijuana.    

 
This isn’t lawmakers’ first stab at legalizing 
adult-use marijuana in the Commonwealth. 
Former Rep. Jake Wheatley (D-Hill District) 
and current chief of staff for Mayor Ed 
Gainey, has been a longtime advocate and 
has introduced multiple bills to legalize 
marijuana. He published a report that 
compares the bills. House Bill 2050, his most 
recent proposal, would allow entrepreneurs 
to obtain permits to grow cannabis, process 
cannabis, and own dispensaries, but not craft 
cannabis. These are opportunities the 
previous versions did not allow. If passed, 
these opportunities will mirror the 
opportunities for entrepreneurs in the 
eighteen states that have already legalized 
adult-use marijuana.  

 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/textSearchAction.cfm?allowCache=true&cmd=search&searchType=allwords&sort=Hits&sa=0&CiScope=20210txt&CiRestriction=marijuana
https://mjbizdaily.com/pennsylvania-governor-urges-legalization-of-adult-use-cannabis/
https://twitter.com/GovernorTomWolf/status/1490716993477124107?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1490716993477124107%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.marijuanamoment.net%2Fpennsylvania-senators-discuss-marijuana-legalization-for-first-time-at-gop-led-committee-hearing%2F
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/CSM/showMemoPublic.cfm?chamber=S&SPick=20210&cosponId=36290
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/CSM/showMemoPublic.cfm?chamber=S&SPick=20210&cosponId=36290
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/CSM/showMemoPublic.cfm?chamber=S&SPick=20210&cosponId=36290
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/CSM/showMemoPublic.cfm?chamber=S&SPick=20210&cosponId=34801
https://www.pahouse.com/files/Documents/Newsletter/2020-02-18_123701__019%20Cannabis%20Report%20NM%20NL%201219.pdf


In the cannabis industries, you have 
cultivators who grow the plant, 
manufacturers who refine it into products, 
and dispensaries that sell those products. 
Regardless of if you are interested in starting 
a plant-touching business or an ancillary 
business, the cannabis industry is a billion-
dollar industry ($30 billion market cap today). 
Regan touched on this in his proposal when 
he mentioned that estimates forecast 
Pennsylvania could receive $1 billion 
annually in tax revenue.  

 
If the proposed bills include decriminalization 
and restorative justice measures —a 
requirement to garner Gov. Wolf’s signature, 
it is clear legalization would boost the 
Commonwealth’s economy (entrepreneurs 
will start new businesses and several 
lawmakers propose to use the revenue 
generated on supporting law enforcement, 
after school programs, housing, roads and 
bridges which will lead to more jobs), and 
59% of Pennsylvanians support 
legalization(according to a 2017 Franklin & 
Marshall poll), why aren’t lawmakers rushing 
to pass legislation?  

 
Opposers disapprove of legalization of adult-
use marijuana for various reasons. The 
Executive Director of the PA Chiefs of Police 
Association echoed the concerns of many 
about the effects of legalization on public 
safety. Without sufficient data to determine 
the true impact of legalized marijuana on 
crime and safety, opposers believe 
legalization will pose significant challenges 
for law enforcement.  

 
The other question is are Pennsylvanians 
ready to let go of the political implications 
and stigma of marijuana. Wheatley 
introduced legislation in 2018 but says it 
never made it to the state House floor 
because “there are still some whose ideology 
keeps them from allowing Pennsylvania to 
have such an important bipartisan 
conversation.”  

 

Legalizing adult-use marijuana would create 
lucrative opportunities for Pennsylvania 
entrepreneurs. Unfortunately, it looks like it 
is going to take some time for lawmakers to 
come up with amendable solutions to 
address the public safety and social justice 
obstacles. Until then, entrepreneurs will have 
to look for opportunities in neighboring 
states (New Jersey and New York with 
Delaware soon to follow). 
 
Erin Darden is a partner at Parlatore Law Group and 
focuses her practice on assisting entrepreneurs with 
small business formation and development, 
trademark law, and civil litigation. 

Ms. Darden is equipped to handle all your small 
business needs and is committed to turning passions 
into thriving businesses. As a small business owner 
herself, she understands the ins and outs of a 
successful business and has experience navigating 
the legal channels of establishing, protecting, and 
growing a business. She is eager to bring her 
thorough knowledge of the law to help you and your 
small business thrive. For more about Ms. Darden, 
click here.   
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https://www.fandm.edu/politics/politically-uncorrected-column/legalizing-marijuana-in-pa-a-too-familiar-script
https://www.penncapital-star.com/commentary/marijuana-legalization-will-pa-lawmakers-barter-away-our-public-health-and-safety-opinion/
https://www.penncapital-star.com/commentary/marijuana-legalization-will-pa-lawmakers-barter-away-our-public-health-and-safety-opinion/
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/CSM/showMemoPublic.cfm?chamber=H&SPick=20190&cosponId=31188
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/CSM/showMemoPublic.cfm?chamber=H&SPick=20190&cosponId=31188
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/CSM/showMemoPublic.cfm?chamber=H&SPick=20190&cosponId=31188
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/CSM/showMemoPublic.cfm?chamber=H&SPick=20190&cosponId=31188
https://www.parlatorelawgroup.com/content/erin-darden

