
Dear Bishop Manogue Families,

In the Miner Family Return plan, we noted that we would provide the most up-to-date COVID-19 health

and safety protocols based on guidance from the state, local authorities, Diocese of Reno, and our

Board of Directors this week.

Below are the current COVID-19 health and safety policies for the beginning of the year. As we’ve

learned, these policies are subject to change. We may receive additional clarification from the Nevada

Department of Education, Diocese of Reno, and local health authorities. Our team will be sure to notify

you of any changes or adjustments to these policies as soon as we are aware.

Masks/Face Coverings

In accordance with the Diocese of Reno and the Governor’s Directive 048, cloth masks/face coverings

are required for all entering the Bishop Manogue campus regardless of vaccination status. Please see

the notice provided by the Diocese of Reno HERE.

Virtual Learning

This year we are proud to welcome our entire student body back to campus for in-person learning. It is

our desire to have all students on campus learning in community with us and with one another.  Due to

the recent and very unexpected changes resulting from the Governor’s Directive 048, we will honor

parents who are requesting a virtual educational option from now until September 7, 2021.

Additionally, we will ask that students who are exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 stay home while they

are symptomatic and access our virtual education for this period also.  We hope to end this virtual

education period following Labor Day.   To take advantage of our virtual education (full at-home

education until September 7, 2021) please email Sarah Haeberlin-Cope at

sarah.haeberlin-cope@bishopmanogue.org by Monday, August 9, at 3:00pm.

https://www.bishopmanogue.org/miner-family-return/
https://www.bishopmanogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/7-30-2021-letter-.pdf


There are some important changes to our virtual education this year.  As we shared earlier in the Miner

Family Return document, we are working to get back to our traditional education and community.

Those exercising our virtual education option for this brief period will be required to complete any and

all assessments in person.  Teachers will have assessment dates posted at least one week in advance

and students must be present for assessments.  If a student is absent on an assessment date, a

make-up date during the next soonest Miner Block will be scheduled.

Students participating in any extra-curricular activities (leadership event, campus ministry, clubs,

athletics) who opt to remain home and access virtual education for one (or a couple) periods of a

single school day or a brief period of days because of symptoms (or any other reason) are not

permitted to attend any practices, contests, or events. Students who are choosing full virtual

education are permitted to participate in extra-curricular activities provided they are symptom and

exposure-free.  This is not to punish those students who are doing the right thing and staying home

when they are sick; we simply cannot risk spread to our community in any way.   We also want to

encourage students who had difficulty coming to school when they had a virtual option to be on

campus and present.

Daily Health Checks

Daily healthy checks will NOT be required for students this year. As a reminder, please DO NOT send

your student to school if they are feeling even slightly ill or exhibiting any COVID-19 symptoms.

Exclusion Policy

If your student has been identified as a close contact/potentially exposed to an individual who has

tested positive for COVID-19, the following exclusion policy will apply. This is based on CDC and local

guidance, is approved by the Diocese, and is subject to change.



Vaccinated Students

If your student is fully vaccinated and is not exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms, they are not required

to be excluded from this close contact and may return to all school activities immediately. Fully

vaccinated as determined by the CDC (clickHERE to read their definition) is having received both

shots in a two-dose series (Pfizer or Moderna) or one shot of the Johnson & Johnson series and

having 14 days elapsed since the final dose of either. The Diocese of Reno and Bishop Manogue

Catholic High School do not currently require proof of vaccination.

Unvaccinated Students

Per CDC guidelines, if your student is not vaccinated, he/she is required to quarantine and may

return to school and activities 10 days a�er exposure if he/she does not develop COVID-19

symptoms. Further WCHD guidance may change quarantine deadlines, which will always be

communicated with you. For options on an abbreviated exclusion timeline, please continue

reading below.

If your student is not vaccinated, has no symptoms, and can produce a negative PCR

COVID-19 test result between day 5 and 7 of exposure he/she may return to school and

activities on day 8. We will ask you to alert us if your student has a positive test if you

exercise this option (solely for the purpose of helping stem exposures at our events);

otherwise, please return safely to school and school activities.

Vaccination Status

There are many provisions in Directive 048 that are dependent upon vaccination status.  As a school,

we will not require you to provide us with proof of your COVID-19 vaccination status.  However, in order

to abide by the provisions, particularly as they relate to activities and athletics, we will assume families

who have not provided us evidence of full vaccination are not vaccinated and we will require you to

complete the Governor’s Directed testing weekly or twice weekly as is required. This cost will be

incurred by the family, not the school.  At this time, the Directive requires any student, coach,

volunteer, or faculty member who is unvaccinated and who is traveling outside of the county for any

activity (band, choir, debate, leadership) or athletic contest to be tested weekly.  Additionally, the

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html


Directive requires all unvaccinated athletes in close contact and full contact sports (basketball,

wrestling, football, cheer) to be tested weekly (possibly twice weekly) in order to participate.  At Bishop

Manogue, the majority of our fall athletic teams have an out-of-county contest (Carson, Douglas,

Tahoe, Truckee, and yes, now Elko and Spring Creek) and all unvaccinated athletes will have to be

tested weekly. The financial burden for this testing (should we not be able to procure a free vendor)

will fall upon the parents of the unvaccinated student. We are still seeking answers as to how long the

weekly testing is required, if it is truly required all season, or just the week prior to out-of-county play.

We will update you as soon as we are informed.

If you would like to provide us with evidence of your student’s vaccination status to avoid being tested,

please send a copy of the vaccination card or record to our registrar, Mary Ann Michels:

maryann.michels@bishopmanogue.org.

Student First Communication

While this is not related directly to COVID, we intended to send a Welcome Back To School letter with

non-COVID information and this was a part of it! Part of our mission is Leadership; specifically,

teaching our students to be leaders.  Again as we move back toward our more traditional education,

we are going to return to student first communication. As a parent, you have access to student grades,

attendance, and progress at all times - both in Google Classroom and in My Backpack.  Throughout

COVID, our teachers worked overtime to notify parents of any significant changes in their student’s

progress or demeanor, o�en working with a parent before a student.  We are moving back to working

with the student first, and then involving the parent if we don’t see progress.  Our goal is, and always

has been, to teach students from the moment they walk through our doors how to manage their

academic career, how to self-advocate, and how to ask difficult questions. Forming relationships with

teachers and taking responsibility for their academics is a large piece of that.  We will not let a student

falter, parents will still receive D and F notices and notification of anything concerning.  Additionally, if

a plan put in place by a student and a teacher has not worked within a week, the teacher will reach out

to the parents as we always have. Expect to see this in teachers’ syllabi and expect our teachers to

request to work with a student first on an issue if you reach out for help.



Thank you all for your continued flexibility and understanding. We are incredibly grateful that you are

part of our Bishop Manogue Family.

Sincerely,

BMCHS Administration


