
Email from Mrs. Thoreson to BMCHS families on January 7, 2022

COVID 2022 Updated Policies and Virtual Learning Option For Illness

2022…you were not supposed to live up to the meme “20-Twenty-Too.”

As we return from Christmas Break, we are seeing an increase in positive COVID cases
(seriously, how many times are you going to hear me say this?). The good news? We are
thankful that most of the cases we are aware of in our community are not getting as ill as other
variants we have seen. The bad news? The rate of spread (in our small window of vision at
BMCHS) is fast and it is definitely impacting more people and quicker than we have
experienced in recent months.

Do not panic - our plan is not to cancel everything and we are not moving to fulltime virtual
learning at this time.  We are going to ask for your help - true help, not just deleting this email
because you can’t believe we are still talking about COVID, but to keep our students, faculty,
and staff healthy and our campus open. We are going to open our virtual classrooms as an
OPTION for the next month to help prevent spreading at school. New policies came out
from the CDC over Christmas Break (more details below) and one impacting us significantly is
for adults (18 and older) who have not received their booster and are six months out of
vaccination must abide by updated quarantine rules. This will apply to many of  our faculty and
we need to preserve them to preserve in-person learning (plus, we are pretty fond of them!).

If your student has a cough, runny nose, a headache, body aches, or just doesn’t feel right,
please have him or her access our virtual education for the day or until symptoms subside. The
key to keeping our school and activities open boils down to two things: 1.) The need for faculty
on campus (there is a threshold at which we have to go virtual because of too many substitutes
and inadequate supervision) and 2.) Case rates remain under a percentage allowable by the
health district. Please help us do this. We want our students at school, we want to see our
winter athletes participate in all of their contests, and we want our retreats to happen!

If your student is accessing the Virtual Learning option, please remember the following:
● Parents must notify the BMCHS attendance office before the start of each school day

that they will be virtual (email attendance@bishopmanogue.org)
○ Virtual Learning is available whole day only - students may not opt to be virtual

for part of the day.
○ Virtual Learning is available for illness or prevention of illness only.



■ We know most students can power through a cold and would choose to
come to school. The intent of this option is to provide students their
education without risking COVID transmission.

○ There is not an option for Virtual Learning for the entire second semester or for
the duration of the month-long period. This is a temporary option for illness
only.

○ Students who are virtual will not be able to participate in any extracurricular
activities.

● Students must notify their instructor and login to the Google Meet session based on
the class schedule for that day.

○ Links to Google Meets are in Google Classroom - students must be in uniform,
in an appropriate location (no beds), and on time. Cameras must be on. If
cameras are off, attendance will not be counted for the day.

● Tests must be taken on campus (instructors may choose to offer them online but are
not required).

Lastly, the CDC updates we received over break apply to isolation (positive case) and
quarantine (exposed individual) timelines.

● The quarantine period for close contacts who are not vaccinated and adults who
are six months out of vaccination without a booster has been shortened to five
full days (0 being the day of exposure and counting five full days after) with 100%
mask use for the following five days providing the contact develops no symptoms.

● Positive cases (vaccinated or not) have also been shortened to five full days of
isolation with 100% mask use for the following five days. This allows students and
faculty who have no symptoms to return to school and activities on day six of their
isolation/quarantine with 100% mask wearing.

We are in conversations about what this means for athletics and will update you as soon as we
know. Mrs. Haeberlin-Cope will continue to advise our positive cases of their return dates.

I am sure this won’t be our last COVID update (I was hopeful, 2022) but we will continue to do
our best. I hope all of you had a wonderful break and a joyous Christmas. We are excited for
school to start back up on Monday and I look forward to seeing you all. Stay healthy and be well
Miners!

Mrs. Thoreson


