
 
 

December 2020 
 

Dear Crossways Camp People, 
 
We’ve had too many Zooms and too much screen time. We miss our friends, our extended families, any 
human connection.  
 
When we are anxious and exhausted, Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and heavy burdened.”  
 
We know we need to turn to our faith, but we’ve learned in 2020 how very hard that is to do all alone. We 
miss our congregations. Our pastors. Our small group and Bible study leaders. The people who sit in the pew 
in front of us and the people who prepare coffee for fellowship time.  
 
Our young people miss their communities too. 
 
Even before Covid-19 forced us to social distance and stay at home, young people in the United States were 
experiencing skyrocketing rates of loneliness and disconnection. One study this year reported that 78 percent 
of Generation Z reports feeling lonely, a far higher number than older generations.   
 
Because you love camp, it should come as no surprise that camp is exactly what we need after this long year.  
 

Matthew attended camp as a kid, and he returned to Waypost for the Fall Color Hike day. He 
showed up with his daughter Emma and his mom Susan. They were a bit shy at first, and didn’t 
have much to say.  
 
When this family returned from their hike, Emma was confident and gushing about all the cool 
things she had seen in nature. Susan told us that she couldn’t wait until they could sign up for 
Grandparent-Kid camp. The longer we talked, the more we learned about this family that was 
seeking a sacred place where they could be themselves. 

 
We hear this story at camp over and over. People are looking for a place of belonging, where they will be 
accepted and loved as they are. We share the Gospel message of God’s love, experienced in community and 
witnessed in Creation. 
 
We can’t wait to give this gift to Matthew, and Emma, and Susan. Imagine the day when it’s a cabin full of 
campers, or a week full of families. But first, we need to make sure that gathering physically is safe.  
 
Since March, we’ve been learning from the American Camp Association, from camps that safely ran 
programming this summer, and from local and national health officials. We have plans for how to return to 
camp in safer ways, but it means investing in special materials and supplies: 

 better ventilation in our cabins 

 gallons of hand sanitizer and other cleaning supplies 

 additional staff training on new procedures and protocols 

 extra sets of equipment to reduce shared surfaces 



 

 

Preparing to reopen in new ways is only one of the financial needs we have. To reduce the risk of spreading 
Covid-19, we will also be limiting the number of people at camp. Initially, we will open registration at 50% of 
capacity. That limitation increases our safety, but decreases our revenue. And having only half as many 
campers does not translate into only half the expenses.  
 
Those 50% who come to camp in 2021 are really going to need it. Not just for their faith development, not just 
for their Confirmation requirements, but to nourish their very souls. We are all so thirsty. 
 
Maybe you are thirsty for community too. You can join together with all of our Camp People as we support 
our camps and invest in our young people. We need your help in two ways. 
 
First, we are asking for year-end gifts to help us end this year well. We have been blessed by an incredible 
outpouring of generosity, but we still anticipate carrying $50,000 of deficit forward from 2020. With the 
challenges of 2021, we do not expect to have the means to pay off this debt for several years. A one-time gift 
right now will help us lay down the burden of 2020 and move forward with purpose and hope. 
 
Second, as we look at future challenges, we invite you to become a Sustaining Donor in 2021, giving an 
automated monthly gift. This convenient giving option lets you consistently support the ministry you love, 
even if you get distracted. It provides a dependable revenue source, so our staff can calculate how many 
children we can support at camp this year. 
 
Can we count on you to give your best gift right now? Join our community of Camp People, and make your 
donation today. 
 
Grace Abounds, 
 
 
 
Rev. Sharon L. S. Cook, 
Executive Director 
 
 
 

How to Give: We can process tax deductible contributions in a variety of ways. Regardless of how you give, you will 
receive a donation letter suitable for your IRS records. 
 
By mail: Make your check out to Crossways Camping Ministries. Write Year End Gift on the memo line. 

 Mail to:  Crossways Camping Ministries 
 912 N. Oneida St. 
 Appleton, WI  54911 
 
Online (PayPal or credit card): Visit us at www.crosswayscamps.org/donate Follow the directions in the green 
sidebar on the right of the page. 
 
Transfer of stock: Call Lisa in the administrative office at 920-882-0023, or email her at Lisa@crosswayscamps.org 
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