
Greetings from Bethel Horizons, Crossways Camps, 
Lutherdale, and Sugar Creek Bible Camp! 
 

As Wisconsin camps affiliated with Lutheran Outdoor Ministries and the ELCA, 
we want you to know that your camps are here for you.  
 

In these days of Safer at Home, experts are reminding us that it is important for our physical and 
emotional health to spend some time outside. At summer camp, we’ve known for a long time that 
being outside is also good for our spiritual health! 
 
When we immerse ourselves in nature, we open ourselves up to experiencing a sense of awe and 
wonder, to reminding ourselves that God is bigger than our worry and more enduring than our current 
reality.  
 
You are in our prayers. 
We are praying for our clergy, our congregations, and our campers. You are the heart of camp, and 
the reason our camps exist. We see you working hard to stay connected in new ways. We see you 
learning how to do school in new ways. We see you reaching out to your community in new ways. We 
pray that you feel God’s grace and love supporting you. 
 
We are praying for our world. There is a lot of uncertainty and anxiety. People are sick and tending to 
the sick. We join our voices with yours in lifting all of this up to God. 
 
You are in our plans. 
We are preparing for summer camp. Just last year we celebrated 100 years of Lutheran camping. How 
many rainy day alternate plans do you think were part of that history? We are all developing Plan A 
and Plan B (and C, and D…). The American Camp Association is pushing hard in April to come up with 
evidence and support to enable camps to make good decisions for the summer. We hope to share 
more specifics about our plans with you by early May. 
 
We are looking for summer staff. You may know young adults who have changed their summer plans. 
You may know someone who would be a fantastic cabin leader, or archery instructor, or dish-washer. 
We need your help connecting with these folks so we can include them in our recruitment process. 
 
We are talking with local health officials and physicians and camp experts. When camp opens up, you 
want to be assured that everything here is as safe as possible. And we are preparing for changes to 
programs, activities, and food service so that you can be comfortable here.  
 
We remain hopeful that we can open our camps for a much-needed experience of community and 
faith-building this summer. As summer gets closer and as decisions are made, we will keep you 
updated. 
 
 


