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“I climbed the rock wall almost to the top today!” 

 

We don’t often celebrate almost doing something. 

But for Jeremy, it was a big deal.  

 

With his grandparents looking on, Jeremy climbed the rock wall for the first time in 

his life. He made it up about a third of the wall before the height scared him.  

 

Once he was back on the ground, Jeremy was met by the cheers and 

encouragement of other kids and the camp staff. He watched other kids take their 

turn to climb as high as they could. He watched one of the older campers make it all the way to the top – and 

then she came over to give Jeremy some climbing tips. Jeremy was ready to try again. 

 

He knew exactly where he had ended his first climb. He looked down at me and told me this was where he got 

scared before. I asked him, “Are you still scared? Or are you starting to feel more brave?” With a great big 

smile on his face, Jeremy practically shouted, “I’m feeling more brave!” as he stretched out for the next 

handhold. 

 

What could the world look like if everyone who faced adversity responded this way?  

 If everyone had a community to encourage and support them, maybe they could try again, and do so 

with excitement.  

 If everyone had a second chance, maybe they could reach greater heights.  

 If everyone could learn from the faith and experience of others around them, maybe they could be 

braver in facing the challenges of the world. 

 

That’s the kind of world I’d like to live in, so I’ve already made my year-end gift to Crossways. If you want to be 

part of giving kids this kind of community and this kind of world, we need you. You can join me and all of our 

Camp People as we support and invest in our young people by giving them faith – in God and in themselves.  

 



 

 

Covid was destructive to both our mission and our budget. To keep our finances healthy and our mission going 

strong, it’s going to take $50,000 from our donors between now and the end of the year.  Will you help us hit 

that target? 

 

Just like Jeremy, we are almost at our goal. But we need to reach our goal if we’re going to help Jeremy and 

his friends next summer. We can’t end the year well without you. Can you support Jeremy and campers like 

him with a year-end gift to Crossways Camping Ministries? 

 

Grace Abounds, 

 

 

Rev. Sharon L. S. Cook,  

Executive Director 

 

 

P.S. Jeremy did not make it all the way to the top, but that’s not what he remembers. What he remembers is 

that he almost made it to the top. Give him another opportunity to be brave and to grow; donate to 

Crossways today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to Give: We can process tax deductible contributions in a variety of ways. Regardless of how you 
give, you will receive a donation letter suitable for your IRS records.  
 
By mail: Make your check out to Crossways Camping Ministries. Write Year End Gift on the memo line. 

 Mail to:  Crossways Camping Ministries 
 912 N. Oneida St. 
 Appleton, WI  54911 
 
Online (PayPal or credit card): Visit us at www.crosswayscamps.org/donate  
Or scan this QR code to go directly to the page.  
Follow the directions in the green sidebar on the right of the page.  
 
Transfer of stock: Call Gina in the administrative office at 920-882-0023, or email her at 
Gina@crosswayscamps.org 
 
Special tax note: In 2021, the Internal Revenue Service is honoring a special provision that allows 
individuals to claim a deduction of up to $300 for cash contributions, up to $600 for married individuals 
filing joint returns. Crossways is a qualifying charity for this provision. 
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