
In the months before camp, Crossways staff met frequently to discuss 
and determine our COVID protocols for the summer. We consulted with 
big national groups, like the CDC and the American Camp Association. 
We talked with other camp professionals. We checked in with medical 
professionals and the Association of Camp Nurses.  
 
And then we agonized over what road to take. In the end, we decided to 
require campers to have a Covid test prior to their arrival.  
 
It was not a popular decision with some churches or families. It was an 
inconvenience, and one we all hoped wouldn’t be necessary at this point. 
We heard from many people who had challenges or objections, and we 
did everything we could to help minimize the obstacles. We were 
grateful when the state of Wisconsin gave us free test kits to use 
throughout the summer. 
 
But all along the way, we have asked ourselves, “Did we make the right decision?”  
 
Then this week, we had three separate incidences that made us realize how important those tests are 
for our safety plan this summer. 
 
I woke up Monday morning with a fever. I was scheduled to visit all three camps this week. If the fever 
was COVID related, it could be a disaster for our camping program to share those germs at all three 
sites. I immediately went out to get a COVID test (which thankfully came back negative). 
 
Two campers were scheduled to come to camp this week, but after they had their COVID tests done, 
they received an unexpected positive diagnosis. Both campers had no symptoms, and did not expect to 
get that result. Their families called camp, and we were able to switch their registrations to later in the 
summer.  
 
The truth is, we’ll never know if those two positive cases would have spread at camp. But we have read 
news articles about other camps this summer that are struggling with outbreaks.  
 
I am deeply grateful for all the campers, parents, caregivers, and staff who are working so hard to follow 
extra protocols this summer, even when they are inconvenient. Even when it feels uncomfortable. Your 
efforts are keeping camp safe and open, and we are so pleased to be in ministry with you all! 
 
Grace Abounds, 
 
 
 
 
Rev. Sharon L. S. Cook, 
Executive Director 

I made it 16 months into 
pandemic before I needed 
a Covid test… 


