
reflection by John Mai, Summer Program Director 

 

“What are pronouns?” 

 

I was in the middle of introducing myself and 

my pronouns when a confused camper asked this 

sincere question. I did not know how to respond, and I 

fumbled my words, since I had never been asked that 

directly before. Fortunately, my staff member took over 

answering the question for me.  

 

“Pronouns are how you’d like other people to refer to 

you.”  

 

Yeah, of course they are. I learned about pronouns in 

grade school just like everyone else. But when the time 

came to explain my own pronouns, I got flustered. As 

the Summer Program Director, I felt embarrassed for 

not introducing myself professionally to our campers 

during their orientation for the week.  

 

That same staff member was next up to introduce 

themselves, and they did so flawlessly. In doing so, 

they explained that they prefer they/them pronouns. 

Now campers had even more questions. 

 

“What does that mean?” 

“How long have you worked here?” 

“Are you genderfluid?” 

 

Answering each question with ease, the staff member 

was completely unfazed. After a few more questions, 

we continued with our staff introductions, orientation, 

and eventually a pizza dinner. The feeling of 

embarrassment stuck with me throughout the day, but 

camp went on as normal without a hitch.  

 

The next morning, I checked in with an adult leader 

who wanted to fill me in on a conversation that came 

up in a cabin the night before. In the midst of bedtime 

devotions and conversations, the campers started 

talking about pronouns again.  

 

That feeling of embarrassment crept back in, but I kept 

listening.  

 

The concept of pronouns must’ve stuck pretty well with 

two of the campers. “I think they/them pronouns make 

sense for me,” they said. The campers’ cabin leader 

welcomed their choice with open arms, and agreed to 

do their best to respect their pronouns.  

 

At this point, there were tears welling up in the eyes of 

the adult leader. We talked about how important it is 

for kids to be in spaces where they feel safe to express 

themselves how they choose, and I totally let go of the 

embarrassment I had been feeling.  

 

It is so easy to get caught up in planning, making sure 

things run smoothly, and even worrying about when 

things didn’t go as planned. But moments like these 

help me stay focused on why we do camp to begin with. 

We are here to bring people together in Christ so lives 

are changed and communities enhanced. Thanks be to 

God the campers, parents, adult leaders, and summer 

staff that make that happen! 

https://www.reconcilingworks.org/pronouns-matter-helpful-suggestions/

