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A message from Chelsey:

The prayer behind this devotional is for your heart to be
steadied each day as you're pointed to the only place
true joy comes from, Christ alone.

You'll find a prayer prompt at the end of each devotion
to prompt your prayer time with The Lord. Each
scripture reference throughout this devotional is from
the ESV or NIV translations.

May this Advent season be one where you seek the joy
we have in Jesus. I'm praying for you today and praying
your season of leaning into all The Lord wants to do in
your heart this season is tenderly refining.
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Day 1
The stirring of seasons
Stephanie Englehart

Each year seasons come and go. We watch the dark of
winter turn into the beauty of spring. The beauty of spring
pushes us into the starry nights of summer, then summer
turns to fall foliage in an array of colors. Each season brings
new tastes, textures, challenges and joys. We dwell in each
for only a time, and then the weather shifts and we find
ourselves in a new pattern, pruning out the ugly, and tending
to the good.
We may live in a world of transition, with seasons that shift
and change, but there is One who always remains constant.
There is One, who despite our most challenging seasons,
provides an abundance of joy. For “the Word became flesh
and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory,
the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the
Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).
Jesus is the incarnate son of God who came and dwelt
among us. The advent season reminds us that His dwelling
was not temporary like the frost of winter, but He set up
camp—He pitched His tent to weather the storms of life with
us, despite our sin. He broke into the darkness of night, and
spoke light and life into a world of transgression and death.
His dwelling was purposed for our salvation, and led to our
reconciliation with God. Because of His life, death, and
resurrection we now get to see His kingdom established
here on earth forever. This scandalous act of grace grants

us a transformed life in Christ, and the fullness of joy that
He provides.
This understanding should lead us through each season
with joy—trusting that He will never leave us nor forsake us.
We can rest in the grace that our sins are forgiven, and
shame is removed. In the gospel, we can bank our faith on
the fact that He will one day strip every hard season from
us for good, leaving only the beauty of His glory for us to
admire.
Let us now consider spending this advent season centering
our hearts on the truth that God made His dwelling among
us. For no matter what kind of season we are in, Jesus
speaks light and life over it. Let us simply rejoice and sing
“all glory be to Christ” no matter the circumstance this
season.
And you will have joy and gladness, and many
will rejoice at his birth. Luke 1:14

Prayer Prompt
Consider the freeing cross of Christ as you acknowledge why
Jesus came and dwelt among us. Spend time in prayer praising
God for establishing His kingdom with us, and ask Him to help
you rejoice no matter what kind of season you are in.

Day 2
Be led with peace and
go out with joy
Meagan Elling

This year has been led by fear and anxiety. I don’t think
anyone needs a reminder of that, and we are all looking
forward to a new year that is hopefully better than the last.
But as this Christmas season reminds us, we don’t need to
fear our present moment. We don’t need to fear the future
or have anxiety about what is to come.The line from Andrew
Peterson’s Sower’s Song has almost been my mental
“mission statement” of 2020: “Be led with peace and go out
with joy.”How do we not carry the fear and anxiety that has
been grabbing hold of our ankles the entire year into the
Christmas season?
Isaiah 55:12-13 says:
“For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into
singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall make a name for the LORD,
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off."
Even amongst thorns and briers, the earth still sings praises
to the Lord and claps its hands in worship. So even we
should still sing praises and worship to our God amidst our
thorns and briers.

God promises that his name will never be cut off. Instead of
thorns, peace will come forth. Instead of briars, God’s
promises will triumph.
In place of the thorns in our life, God promises to redeem
us. In place of the briars in our life, God promises us peace
and joy and an everlasting covenant with him.
Our praise joins with creation in making a name for our
God, that is an everlasting sign that will not be cut off.
Proclaim that his name will never be cut off by being led with
peace and going out with joy.
We can leave behind the fear and anxiety, in this Christmas
season and throughout the year, when we remember that
our praise, our joy, and our peace proclaim the promise
that Jesus will prevail over evil. Our worship is physical
evidence of our heart’s belief in his promises.
Adopt this mission statement with me for the 2020
Christmas season, and even after:
Be led with peace and go out with joy.

Prayer Prompt
Ask God to lead you with peace and joy, and to help you
choose to be led with peace and to go out with joy.

Day 3
Because of Bethlehem
Rebecca George

“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant.”
Luke 1:46-48
Mary’s world turned upside down. She was engaged to be
married, but the angel Gabriel paid her a visit to share the
news that she would carry the Messiah. She would be the
one to give birth to Jesus, the Promised One. I can only
imagine that Mary was a mixed bag of emotions that day. I
know I would be.
In Luke’s account of the unfolding story of redemption, we
watch Mary obey and rejoice over her circumstances in a
way that challenges and convicts us to do the same. At the
time in which Mary lived, the news of becoming an unwed
mother would mean she would be gossiped about at best
and shunned by those around her at worst. Despite these
threats, she clings to the promise that she has favor with
God. In Luke 1:46-55, she praises God for his greatness and
looks forward to how future generations will call her blessed,
despite what anyone might think of her in her lifetime.
We see unprecedented times of turmoil now, but the nations
have raged since Eden’s fall and will continue to do so until
Jesus returns to set all things right again.
We live in a world stained by sin, and so did Mary. Even then

people awaited the Messiah. The world around us aches for
him too, they just may not know it yet.
Everything about the birth of Jesus looks like an unmet
expectation. Mary is not married yet. Bethlehem is an
ordinary place. Jesus is placed in a manger, a commonplace
feeding trough.
Our lives may seem full of the same type of lost
opportunities, mundane moments and apparent
disappointments. Despite the outward appearance of her
circumstances, Mary trusts the heart-level knowledge that
God is with her. Her joy comes from a deep well that never
runs dry, and as followers of Christ, neither does ours.
The advent season is an opportunity for us to remember
the hope extended to us when Jesus took his first breath
and was placed in that humble manger. God has a plan to
redeem our sin and bring us back into a right relationship
with him. It all began in Bethlehem.
Because of this hope, like Mary, we can rejoice.
“A thrill of hope.The weary world rejoices…”
The Divine came and dwelt among us. Nothing was ever the
same. In this season, let’s take great joy in knowing that we
have hope for the future because of Bethlehem.
Luke 1:46-55 (Mary’s Praise)

Prayer Prompt
What can you rejoice over today even if it feels ordinary? How is
God meeting you in these unprecedented times? Spend some time
adoring and giving God thanks for how he is working, even when
it’s hard to recognize.

Day 4
do you see what I see?
Andrea Bourgeois

Do you see miracles?
Do you see hope?
Do you see answered prayers?
Do you see the Hand of God in your life?
Do you see His protection?
Do you see His love?
Do you see His peace?
Do you see HIM?
The famous Christmas Carol, “Do You Hear What I Hear?” was
written by Noël Regney during the Cuban Missile Crisis in
October 1962. He was living in a tumultuous time as
Americans watched leaders of the U.S. and Soviet Union
engage in an intense, thirteen-day political and military
standoff over nuclear-armed missiles on Cuba, about ninety
miles from U.S. shores. Many people feared they were on the
brink of a nuclear world war.
The country needed hope. The country needed peace. The
country needed to be pointed back to WHO could give our
land those exact things.
It’s stated that he wrote part of the lyrics as a result of
watching babies being pushed along the sidewalks of New
York City in strollers and being fearful for them and their
families with all the uncertainty around them.

Think about our country in the current state it’s in. We
need to be directed back to the ONE from whom we get
hope, peace, and true JOY.
Take some time and listen to the song,
“Do You Hear What I Hear?”
As we are preparing our hearts and souls for the
celebration of the birth of our Savior this Christmas, we
must follow the light of our Lord every single day.
Our eyes have been conditioned to see the bad, the
negative, the division, the evil, the pain, and the illusions
daily through the things we watch or scroll past with our
thumbs. The world plays on our fears and our pain, so it’s a
daily choice to live in the spirit and see through the spirit.
We will miss so many blessings if we don’t respond to God’s
invitation to see the world through His eyes!
Galatians 5:16 says “So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not
gratify the desires of the sinful nature.” We will be more
fulfilled and content.
2 Corinthians 4:18 says “So we fix our eyes on what is seen but
on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is
unseen is eternal.” We will live with inexpressible joy each day
with our focus on what really matters.
2 Corinthians 4: 6 says “For God, who said, “Let light shine out
of darkness,” made His light shine in our hearts to give us the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.”
We will help spread God’s light to those we encounter on a
day to day basis.
Do you see what I see?

Prayer Prompt
This advent season take some time to refocus and look through
the Spirit. God didn’t send His Son for us to waste away and be
miserable full of fear. He sent His Son to give us life, to give us
freedom, to give us peace, and to give us JOY! Ask Jesus to help
you refocus and begin to see His power, His goodness, and His
ways for you. Ask Him to reveal Himself to you in a new
personal way to help you live in the Spirit daily.

Day 5
the lord will direct us
Jessica Hottle

The God that knows every hair on your head and has more
thoughts about you than the grains of the sand sent His Son
that you may have an abundant life and be free from shame
and fear.
God spoke the world into existence. He created you with
such detail. Everything you would ever need in this life was
spoken into existence before you were born. His word holds
us together in our weary moments and unsure moments. He
is the Creator, not the created.
Jesus was the word made flesh. God used His words to
create, but direct access to God was cut off after the fall.
Therefore, He used people who would hear His voice and
then speak His word through their mouths. Jesus was
created and spoken into existence through God's word and
with Mary's obedience.
It took thousands of years for God to speak everything that
was needed to prepare the physical body that Jesus would
be born from. When the time had come, an angel appeared
to Mary to tell her she was the chosen one.
During this time, let us remember the joy that comes from a
Father who doesn't forget about the details of your life. He's
in there with you, and He is not far. Just like it took thousands

of years to prepare for Jesus' birth, He wants you to be
ready for what He wants to birth in you.
Allow your heart to be reminded that Mary was a virgin who
had different plans for her life until the angel appeared.
Then her world got turned upside down, and a different
obedience was required. A kind of obedience that the world
would judge and not understand by human eyes or
comprehend in the flesh. We may have plans, but the Lord
will direct us as He did with Mary. Sometimes it seems it
takes God a long time to act suddenly.
No matter how 2020 has you feeling may we be reminded
that a savior was born to bring Good News, to set the
captives free, and to secure our spot in eternity.
"“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to
me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her." Luke 1:38

Prayer Prompt
Write down the dreams and desires of your heart. Then let the
words come out of your mouth, Your will be done according to
Your word. I am the Lord's servant.

Day 6
the glorious undoing
Anne-Renee Gumley

For years I set aside all the special ornaments. You know the
kind… The precious. The breakable. The nostalgic ones
overflowing with sentimental value. Any ornament I didn’t
want to see ruined or even the teensiest bit damaged, I put
on top of our piano, waiting until the children were in bed
before finding the perfect spot for them on our Christmas
tree. And believe me, I let everyone know that I was the only
one who could touch them or handle them in any way.
In my desperate desire to protect, I withheld joy. All with the
justification that the season was busy and bustle-y enough.
Who had time to clean up broken ornaments or shattered
decorations?! Not this exhausted mama bear!
It took some serious soul searching and relentless conviction
of the Holy Spirit to reveal to my heart that the real value of
this time of year was not in the glorious doing, but rather the
undoing. I needed to release my expectations and ideas of
what the perfect holiday looked like and focus more on
celebrating Jesus as my Lord and King.
So I started to loosen my grip on the list of untouchables,
allowing my children to enter into the adorning of the season
more fully without the hindrance of what they might
potentially hurt. It was a slow process of recognizing we
could have the most beautifully decorated tree and still
somehow miss the point of the season.

My guess is you’ve maybe done this too. This losing track of
what it’s all about.
Friends, if we truly want to celebrate the Savior, we must get
over ourselves. (I mean that in the kindest way possible.)
Selfishness has no place in commemorating Jesus. We must
make Him known. His sacrifice. His offering of love, which
brings forth life.
What if we looked for more ways to rejoice without
reservation, to worship and celebrate wholeheartedly? To
enter into this season unshackled by presumptions or
unnecessary grandeur of self?
Yes, the Christmas tree may look haphazard and the
decorations far from perfect, but we can still rejoice. In the
sights. The sounds. The doing. The remembering.
And while we remember, we might discover even more
reasons to celebrate. For we have been given a glorious
invitation to something more. Something precious.
Something eternal. The ultimate gift of life itself—made
possible by the birth, death, and resurrection of Jesus.
“…I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”
John 10:10

Prayer Prompt
Start by being sensitive to the gentle nudges of the Spirit. What
elements of this story are stirring your senses? Maybe ask God to
reveal what areas or elements of the season need to be
reevaluated in your home (or heart). Then thank Him for His
priceless gift, Jesus, and express what His birth, death, and
resurrection mean to you personally.

Day 7
prepare him room
Alysha Miller

One of my favorite things about the Christmas season is the
songs of worship. You hear the gospel going out every
December in song form; from speakers in the local mall,
playing from the car stereo, or coming from a playlist on
your phone as you bake Christmas cookies. One of the
classics is Joy To The World and the lyrics, “May every heart
prepare Him room…” came to mind. What does preparing
Him room mean? It actually means the very thing that advent
is all about…preparation.
Advent, (meaning “coming”) is the period of time used to
prepare and remember the real meaning of Christmas,
which is the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ, His First
Coming. As we reflect, we can think about the story of Jesus’
birth. Jesus was born in a manger. Why? Because there was
no room at the inn Mary and Joseph had gone to seek refuge
as the Messiah’s arrival was nearing (Luke 2:7).
We read that the innkeeper claimed to have no space in the
inn. What was the state of that innkeeper’s heart? Was he
being truthful? Who would turn away a young, pregnant
woman on a cold night? He seemed to offer no help. A heart
filled with compassion would have made a way to give them
shelter. It seemed his heart was the thing lacking room to
celebrate this joyous occasion. Regardless, God became
flesh, Emmanuel, “God with us” in a stable. Baby Jesus was
born and joy did come into the world!

We are not a body of believers that practice advent as a
duty. Rather we desire to do the thing it was designed for
and that is to prepare our hearts room for Jesus. Christmas
has become about so many other things that if we’re not
careful, we might crowd out the Messiah and His joy in our
hearts too. If we take time to remember and prepare Him
room we will receive the gift of His joy more abundantly and
enjoy the season all the more because we’ve done the
heart work.
I take this as a wonderful challenge every Christmas season
to give something up to prepare more room in my heart as
I remember the real reason we celebrate.

Prayer Prompt
What have I let in this year that has crowded out space for
Him? What can I give up this Christmas season to prepare Him
room?
O gracious Heavenly Father, You came to earth that we may
have life eternal. That is the greatest gift we could ever receive.
This Christmas season, would you help me in giving something
up to prepare room in my heart for more of Your Son, Jesus?
Bless this time of advent as we remember His first coming and
plant anticipation in our hearts for His second coming!

Day 8
His glory in the highest
Nikki Godsil

The birth of Jesus ushered in the prophetic fulfillment of
both Mosaic Law and the eternal Kingdom of God. There
wasn’t one instance in the birth of our Savior that wasn’t
purposed, intentional, and planned; from the timing, the
place, the people involved, and even down to the cloth used
to swaddle his body.
At birth, Jesus was swaddled in rags, foretold in Job 38:9,
signifying his commonality with humanity. He was not of sin
but took the darkness of sin as a swaddling band upon him,
the Prince of Peace wrapped in the rags of darkness of this
world.
Jesus, from the point of birth, came into this world a rejected
infant, humiliated under the cruelest of circumstances. Mary
was rejected at the inn, a place that should have signified
welcoming all. The corruption and blatant disregard for a
woman in labor speaks to the lack of manners of the times.
Just like an inn, Jesus welcomes all who come seeking
shelter, and whoever comes, will never be cast out. Jesus,
like the great prophet Moses, who was outcast into the
reeds of the Nile, came into this world an outcasted baby in
a manger. He both fulfilled the prophecy of old and used the
Mosaic Law to usher in the eternal law that would cover a
multitude of sins with love.

The lack of glory Jesus inherited in this world was to make
sure all the glory came from above. Even though the world
was cruel and humiliating, God glorified the birth of His son
with a Heavenly Host of angels. The angel’s doxology
spoken of in Luke 2:13-14 could’ve been delivered to the
shepherds with one angel, but God chose to usher in the
good news of His son’s birth with a song man could never
learn (Rev. 14:3)! The redemption of the world is for His
glory in the highest, and it’s in God’s good-will sending our
Messiah to the world we find peace.
We experience the cruelty of this world, just as Jesus did,
yet we can find hope in knowing the persecution we face is
met with the praise of Heavenly multitudes! I pray we
remember during this advent season that our hope and
peace do not come from anything of this world. As we close
out the year 2020, know the cruelty that has been on
display is not a sign of God’s lack of knowledge or control,
but a sign of what is to come. May we focus our hope on
our Savior, remembering all He did to pave a way for our
salvation into the eternal Kingdom we will soon call home.

Prayer Prompt
I challenge you to look into the meaning of Christ’s circumcision at
birth. This painful operation (Exodus 4:25) was commanded by
God on His people under the Mosaic Law. Jesus, in early obedience,
submitted to this to give an instance of his early obedience to shed
His blood for us. Though this procedure shed only drops of blood,
it signified Jesus’s willingness to pour out the crimson red streams
on the cross as the one true sacrifice for all who would accept Him
as King. This is the first instance where Jesus was made in the
likeness of flesh, not needing to be cleansed with this type of
operation, but submitting to it in obedience to the Father. Pray
and ask the Father to reveal more of His wonders to you through
the Holy Spirit, who leads and guides us in relationship with our
father. The more we know of our Father’s character, the more we
have to give Him glory.

Day 9
my heart shall rejoice
Brooke Tabor

“But I have trusted in your steadfast love; my heart shall rejoice
in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord, because he has dealt
bountifully with me.” Psalm 13:5-6
Imagine with me for a second, a still night. While it was an
ordinary night, something extraordinary was about to
happen. God had finally come to dwell with his people! The
Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us (John
1:14). This should give us great joy.
God so loved the world, that He gave us his Son (John 3:16)
and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6). Isaiah
7:14 prophesied saying that a virgin would conceive and
bear a son and they shall call him Immanuel, which means
God with us. However, God did not come as he was
expected by many. Instead, ten little fingers and ten little
toes lay swaddled in a feeding trough.
Can you hear the cries? Can you see the button nose? He
showed his humanity, yet make no mistake, this little baby
was incarnate deity. Sweet and precious newborn Jesus
existed in eternity past as God the Son. He is among one
God in three persons- coequal, coeternal, and coexistent
with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.

Looking at Psalm 13:5-6, the word “rejoice” means to
exult and be glad. The word “exult” means to leap for
joy and is usually connected with a triumph of some
kind. It is through Jesus’ birth, death and resurrection
that He triumphed over death! With this good news,
we too can rejoice in our salvation! Jesus reigns over
death, there is no sting! Let us then, leap for joy and
exult the King of Kings and Lord of Lords!

Prayer Prompt
Imagine Jesus coming in the flesh and reflect on what you
might’ve done had you seen him. List out in your prayer as
many names of Christ that cause your heart to rejoice in all
that he has done for you. Examples of Jesus’ names: Immanuel
(God with us); King of Kings; Lord of Lords;
The Way; The Truth; The Life.

Day 10
don't miss the Miracle
Ashley Moore

Maybe like me, the highlight of this year will be celebrating
Christmas with your loved ones. However, the out of town
family has already texted they will not be able to come for
fear of getting sick. The retirement home where Grandma
lives just confirmed no one is allowed to leave or visit for the
remainder of the year. Your daughter’s dance recital got
canceled. And now the weather forecast has obliterated all
the outdoor plans. Nothing robs joy quite like a
disappointment. Have unmet expectations left you with a
sour attitude this holiday season?
We see the same plaguing problem with the Israelites. The
word was that a Messiah was coming to save them. He
would be King and put an end to all their problems. You can
probably imagine the utter disappointment when God sent a
baby — to be born of a carpenter and poor teenage virgin.
Especially since a mighty warrior sent to destroy Rome was
what they expected. The Pharisees were so flabbergasted
they refused to believe Jesus was the Son of God and called
Him a blasphemer. The people from Jesus’ hometown
responded with such shock to Jesus’ family roots that He left
their presence, and sadly they missed out on all His miracles.
Matthew 13: 55 - 58 “Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his
mother’s name Mary, and aren’t his brothers James, Joseph,
Simon, and Judas? Aren’t all his sisters with us? Where then

did this man get all these things?” And they took offense at
him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor
except in his own town and in his own home.” And he did
not do many miracles there because of their lack of faith.
Misconstrued expectations and cynicism caused the
Pharisees and people from Jesus' hometown to miss the
miracle that walked amongst them. God was saving the
world right before their eyes, and they were completely
unaware.
This year has not looked like any of us planned or imagined,
but we cannot let that blind us to the miracle of Christmas.
God is still present. He is still drawing a lost world to Him
through Jesus, and He uses you and me to accomplish that
task. This truth is the beauty of remembering Christ's birth.
Steward the Christmas season well. Jesus was worthy of
recognition when He humbly walked Israel, and He is still
worth celebrating this year. Allow joy to be a testament to
His goodness as you celebrate Christmas amid unmet
expectations.

Prayer Prompt
Dear Lord, thank you for your ways that are higher than my ways.
I know that you will use this year for our good and your glory.
Please forgive me when my unmet expectations threaten to rob me
of the joy you died to make available to me today and every day.
Let my gratitude and joy be a testament this Christmas to your
unfailing love and goodness even when circumstances prove
difficult. Let many come to know you through the hardships of this
year, and allow my joy to encourage them to draw near to you. Let
us celebrate the salvation you made available through Jesus’
humble birth. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Day 11
A Joyful Noise
Shanda Fulbright

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those
with whom His favor rests.” Luke 2:14
I almost blew out my vocal cords during the 2017 Super
Bowl. You see, I’m a diehard Patriots fan, and they made a
major comeback after halftime. It was completely
unexpected and the underdog story of all underdog stories.
I'm sure my guests thought I was crazy. My husband was
probably a little embarrassed. But when the unforeseen
happens and you’re suddenly taken captive by hope, a shout
or two is not only necessary, it’s essential.
When the shepherd's nightly routine of sheep watching was
interrupted by an angel of the Lord, they were stunned. But
when the heavenly hosts gathered around and let out a
shout of praise, not even Vivaldi could have composed what
they were about to belt out.
The first thing they said in praise was, “Glory to God in the
highest.” This means glory to the highest heavens. This is a
segue to what they are about to say. They start with praise to
God because the preliminary for real peace is God’s
presence. Without God, there can be no peace.
I’ve never witnessed a need for peace like I have in 2020. The
hearts of humanity are as troubled as the hurricane torn
seas on the east coast. Fear of the unknown seems to

control our thoughts and hold captive the sanity offered by
God in His word.
But take heart. Because just as the angels belted out their
praise for the one who brings peace, they kept time with
the chorus and added, “On earth peace among those with
whom His favor rests.”
Why is it so important that our hearts find peace? Because
we can’t make a joyful noise without it. The favor of God is
upon every man because Jesus came for the world. Jesus
came to reconcile a severed relationship between created
and Creator. He came to bring peace to turmoil, and joy to
troubled hearts.
The choir of angels knew this and could not help
themselves. They had to let out a shout of praise because
despair was taken captive at the mention of Immanuel, God
with us. The savior of the world came because God chose
us. And when He chose us, He made peace with us. And for
that reason, it is essential that we, too, make a joyful noise.

Prayer Prompt
What do you need peace for today and how can you recognize
that Jesus is the Prince of Peace? Remember the times He has
interrupted your life to bring hope. Praise Him for what He has
done and trust Him for what He is doing.

Day 12
A herald of good news
Shantè Grossett

Isaiah prophesied during a difficult time in Israel’s history.
They were in a dry spiritual wilderness. The nation that once
flourished under king David was now divided into two
separate kingdoms and each would eventually be taken
captive by foreign nations. They were in the middle of
turmoil and disaster but God wanted them to see the
glorious hope that was to come. So, he used Isaiah as a
herald to spread this message of hope far and wide.
Like Israel, our nation is in the middle of some difficult
challenges. When we celebrated the New Year in January
2020, we did not expect COVID-19, political unrest, racial
tension, and an economic downturn. Many of us are also
walking through personal battles that seem like they’ll never
end.
Israel went into exile and it seemed like they’d lost
everything. The hope for their nation seemed to have
completely vanished. But, all along God had been whispering
words of hope pointing them to his promise to come.
I can imagine how strange it must have felt for Isaiah as he
proclaimed hope in the middle of a dark wilderness. The
people wouldn’t listen to him and as far as he could see,
there was no change to the nation’s present condition. But
Isaiah boldly proclaimed this glorious hope because he knew

it was God’s word and therefore, was bound to come to
pass.
Seasons change quickly and we may be on the
mountaintop one day and in the valley the next. But the
message of hope never changes. God had a plan from the
very beginning. His name is Jesus and he is the hope of the
world.
Many years after the exile, Jesus was born into the world
fulfilling the words spoken by the prophet Isaiah. They
didn’t recognize it yet but suddenly the world would be a
little brighter.
We encounter life’s challenges a little bit differently than the
Israelites did back then. Our Messiah is here right now.
Instead of proclaiming a hope to come, we herald the Good
News that he is here.
We have the privilege of viewing our pain and hardship
through the lens of the glorious hope we have in Jesus. Life
is hard in this sin-stained world but remember, Jesus has
never left our side. He is here and we can draw from his
strength to sustain us even in the most difficult days.
A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.4 Every
valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made
low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough
places a plain. And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and
all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has
spoken.” Isaiah 40:3-5

Prayer Prompt
Ask God to help you become a herald of his Good News by
speaking it to yourself daily and then proclaiming it to friends,
family, and anyone who will hear.

Day 13
The Weary World Rejoices
Rachael Adams

“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!”
Philippians 4:4
As Christians, we want our lives to reflect the Good News
and great joy the Bible promises but sometimes I wonder if
we are actually experiencing it. Many of us have grown weary
—physically, emotionally, and even spiritually. We are weary
from the demands, the worries, the expectations, and the
fears that exist in our world today. We feel impatient and
dissatisfied with our present reality and we long for relief.
Friend, on many days, I feel the heaviness of life in this world
too. Thankfully, I also feel the hope. Because in the midst of
all the weariness is a thrill of hope and His name is Jesus.
Two thousand years ago, on a starry night in Bethlehem, love
came down to this weary world as a baby in a manger. He
changed the lives of all who encountered Him, and when we
became believers, He came into our hearts and changed our
lives as well.
Though the weight of the world may try to pull us down, we
can experience joy when we keep our eyes fixed on Jesus.
No matter what happens, Immanuel is always with us
because He dwells within us.

I pray we kindle this passion for our faith as we celebrate
His birth and His presence in our lives and wait expectantly
for His glory to come down for a second and final time. With
this hope, we can rejoice no matter how weary we may feel.
Are you experiencing the great joy the Bible promises? Or is
your life characterized by bad news and gloom?
Have you lost the enthusiasm of the Gospel and the
magnitude of what Christ has done and still promises to
do?
Sister, Christ is near. He is with you now, offering comfort
and joy, and at His second coming we will fully realize His
ultimate joy forever. Isn’t that the best news of all? I don’t
know about you, but that is something I believe is worth
celebrating.

Prayer Prompt
Lord, thank you for promising to give us rest when we are
weary and burdened. Forgive us for forgetting the joy of the
Good News you offered us at our salvation and failing to exude
it in our daily lives so others can discover the same Good News
of great joy. Give us holy endurance to persevere in faith in our
world while we anxiously await the next. Until your kingdom
comes, may your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Flood
our hearts like never before with your unspeakable joy this
Advent season and beyond. Help us to reach for the weary and
fill the hopelessness with your hope. We praise you for coming
to save us as Immanuel and we praise you in advance for
coming again as our forever King. In your holy name we pray.
Amen.

Day 14
jesus fueled joy
Mandy Johnson

As I walked down the Christmas aisles at the store, my eyes
stopped on a Christmas decoration I knew I had to have. A
red, wooden sign with the word “joy” painted on it in sparkly,
gold lettering sat perfectly on a metal shelf. It was as if the
sign suddenly came to life and called out, “Mandy, buy me!”
So, I did what most women would do. I rationalized the
purchase in my mind, placed it in my cart, and bought the
sign. What’s one more Christmas decoration, right? They
make me happy!
As I drove home, I felt the Holy Spirit convict me in the most
loving way as He whispered, “Where is your joy coming from
this season? Me or the decorations?” He nudged me with the
gut-punch moment I needed.
Psalm 51:12 says, "Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and
uphold me with a willing spirit."
This Christmas, as we face distractions (and decorations) of
all kinds, I hope and pray we remember the joy of our
salvation; the real reason we rejoice. Is there any greater gift
than Jesus? He loves us, and longs to renew our spirits when
our thoughts and eyes wander. Our tendency to forget Him
never changes His desire to pursue us.

If you’re like me and tend to get distracted by the glitter of
the Christmas season, I encourage you to use each
distracting moment as a cue to remember where true joy is
found. When you look at bright Christmas lights, remember
Jesus. When hearing your favorite Christmas carol or hymn,
remember Jesus. And, when you walk down the aisles at
Target and see a decoration that speaks to you, remember
Jesus. Remember where true, lasting joy begins and ends.
There is no amount of sparkle that matches the joy found
through faithfully trusting and following Him. Everything
else is a bonus! Friend, I hope and pray your Christmas
season is filled with more Jesus fueled joy than ever before.

Prayer Prompt
What distracts you the most during the Christmas season? Ask
God to give you courage and space to focus on the joy of your
salvation.

Day 15
A Hope for Every Season
Chrystan Ferrell

Have you ever heard the phrase, good things come to those
who wait? The people of God had to wait a long time for
Jesus. There were four hundred years of silence between
what we know as the Old Testament and the arrival of Jesus.
That’s a really long time to wait for something! Not to
mention it took decades to get the early church up and
running. But you know what they had to fuel them? Hope.
Jesus came and brought hope with him. A hope like they had
never known.
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.
Romans 15:13
We’ve all had complicated seasons of life where the waiting
seemed endless; maybe you’re in that season now. Friend,
do not lose hope. Hold on to it tightly. The Christmas season
is known for being a season where we throw around the
word hope, but why do we do that? Because Jesus brought
all of the hope, and he continues to be the only true thing
we have to hope in. Hope is for the Christmas season, but it
is also something for every season.

A season of trial
A season of loss
A season of newness
A season of blessing
A season of stripping away
A season of 2020
Hope fits into every season. Hope is for today and
tomorrow. Hope arrived in the form of a baby, lived a
perfect life where he loved and served people so well. Hope
died on a cross for us so that we would be able to cling to
hope in every season. The hope that this complicated life
on this side of heaven is temporary. The hope of heaven
and Jesus and eternity with God. Our hope for every season
is the hope that we find in the gospel.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only son, that
whoever believes in him will not perish but will have eternal life.”
John 3:16 reminds us of the one true hope we have—just
Jesus—and he is for every season.

Prayer Prompt
How has knowing Jesus brought hope into your life? Ask God to
remind you how he has gifted you with hope in the past and
current season of your life. Be ready for him to show you hope
for this season.

Day 16
postured to receive
Holly Newton

“But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good
news of great joy that will be for all the people.” Luke 2:10
In Luke 2 we read where God continued to reveal the news
about His Son. In Luke 2:8-15 we read where the birth of
Jesus was announced to shepherds in the fields. They were
an unlikely bunch to receive such an announcement.
Unlikely, unexpected, afraid - yet their hearts were postured
to receive the invitation from God to believe in and respond
to the miraculous.
The angels appearing to them that night was quite a display!
Luke 2:13 says, ‘Suddenly - a great company’. A great
company translates into what could have been thousands.
The sky lit up on the hillside in the watch of night. Can you
imagine what that must have felt like?
When I ponder Luke 2, two things stand out to me about the
shepherds:
• They were humble men; in fact, shepherds were looked
down upon by many people. But Jesus Christ came for all
people — rich and poor, male and female, uneducated and
educated. By announcing Jesus’ birth to the shepherds, God
was demonstrating His great love for every one of us, no
matter who we are.
• They were busy doing what they were supposed to do tending their sheep.

I wonder what if you and I had been present that first
Christmas night? Would we have recognized what was
happening as the shepherds did? Or would we have missed
it in our busyness and routine? Would we have missed it
because Jesus didn’t come in the way we expected?
I want to live postured to hear and respond like they did willing to respond to the Father’s heart to do what’s next.
Their fear turned to joy as the angels announced the
Messiah’s birth. They received the news and then acted on
it; running to see the baby and then they ran to spread the
word.
Let me encourage you this season to not nurture fear. The
shepherds could have, but they would have missed out on
the blessing and joy of the announcement they were
entrusted with. Nurture the Truth and Joy that Jesus is truly
all we need and what matters most.

Prayer Prompt
Lord open our eyes this Christmas season and moves aside our
humanness - helping us to abide in Your presence glorifying
and praising You – allowing Your Presence to flow through us,
drawing this world to the one true God.

Day 17
Jesus is the reason for every season
Laura Bailey

Usually, by the first of December, I am joyfully decorating the
house with twinkling lights, cranking up the carols, and eager
to spread Christmas cheer for all to hear. As I unpacked our
family's manger scene, more out of habit than an act of
worship, an old Christmas card caught my eye. "Jesus is the
Reason for the Season," it reads in big red letters.
I sat for a minute, allowing the words to speak to my heart.
The truth is, Jesus is not just the reason for this season, but
the reason for every season.
When I read the account of the angels proclaiming the birth
of Jesus to the shepherds, I try my best to picture the scene.
The glory of the Lord shone so brightly that it scared the
shepherds, and a heavenly host of angels appeared singing
and praising God ( Luke 2:9-14); what an incredible
experience. And sandwich in between these two glorious
displays of glory, we find these words, "And the angel said to
them, "Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people" Luke 2:10.
Too many times, I skimmed these words, neglecting to ingest
their meaning. The good news was the birth of a baby, and
not just any baby, the Savior of the world. We can have great
joy because of Jesus' birth and ultimately, His death and
resurrection, which brought the Good News of salvation.

The celebration of our Savior’s birth doesn't have to stop
after opening gifts, taking down the tree, or putting away
the manager set. Don’t pack up your joy, regulating the
good news of Christ’s birth to one day a year. Instead, enjoy
the gift of our Savior in every season.

Prayer Prompt
Ask the Lord to help you apply and live out the Good News of
the gospel in your everyday life. Pray that God will remind you
that our hope and joy are in Christ, not our circumstances.

Day 18
The Unexpected storyline
Angela Donadio

I love a good Christmas movie. These predictable stories
promise warm, fuzzy feelings wrapped with a shiny, red bow.
But one year, our Christmas was a movie gone rogue.
Festive wreaths decked every door while family heirlooms
donned our home. And the pièce de résistance?
A freshly cut blue spruce, lovingly chosen at our favorite tree
lot. We decorated her branches while carols rang in the
background. Our kids snapped photos of the ornaments
made by tinier hands in years gone by. I climbed into bed
relishing the scenes that fit nicely into my film.
I woke to swollen eyes and a burning throat. “Ughhhhhh,” I
thought to myself. “I’m allergic to the tree. Give it a day. I’m
sure my symptoms will subside.” Three days later, I realized
the inevitable: either the tree had to move, or I did. I studied
every ornament and started the unthinkable: I took every
single one-off and laid them on the stairs.
On my trips to Israel, I visited a little town called Bethlehem.
A young girl named Mary and her husband, Joseph,
welcomed the Savior of the world in an obscure cave,
surrounded by sheep and feeding troughs. The storyline
might seem unexpected, but it’s exactly what God intended.
“While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born,
and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in

cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest
room available for them.” Luke 2:6-7
Sometimes, our undone moments are God’s intended
miracles. Because Christ came, we have hope. Welcome
Him into every season and ask Him to write your story.

Prayer Prompt
Is there any area of your life where things have not turned out
as you expected? Invite God into those places, release any
disappointments, and receive His reassurance and peace.

Day 19
out of this world joy
Kimberly Mulvaney

Frequently throughout the Bible, we see God claiming the
great joy we as Christians have through His son Jesus Christ.
As Christians, do we truly lean into this source of joy like He
calls us to?
In recent years, there has been an outpouring of messages
from mainstream Christian women that self-love will lead to
greater joy. The claim is that if we can just love ourselves
more, then we will be more joyful. That through career
success, wealth, getting healthier, and self-idolatry we can find
the happiness and joy that we are all so craving deep down in
our bones.
Is this concept really of God though?
The answer is no. God never says we will find happiness
within ourselves. He never says that by meeting career goals,
losing weight, and having more money we will find happiness.
This is actually great news! The pressure is off us!
Romans 15:13 “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may
abound in hope.”
When God sent us His only son to save us from our sins, it
was because of the love He has for us and to display His

glory and immense goodness.
When I am anxious, I find a deep-rooted sense of peace
and joy when I spend time praying to the Lord. On a bad
day, putting on some worship music and rejoicing in God’s
goodness is an automatic mood booster. As I spend time in
the Word, no matter what I have had going on that day, I
am washed over with a sense of calm and joy that I cannot
explain in any tangible way.
This is the joy we have in Christ. It is a literal sense of joy
that is so full, so overwhelming, and so surpasses any
amount of joy that the world offers us that it can only be
explained as divine.
“Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you. Not as the world
gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let
them be afraid.” John 14:27

Prayer Prompt
What idols are you clinging to for your sense of joy and security
besides God? Take them to God, as Him to wash them from
you, and to put Him back in His righteous place in your heart
and life. Then, feel the ultimate sense of joy wash over you
simply by reveling in Christ’s goodness!

Day 20
Embracing joy
Jaime Redcay

If we were to take a poll asking which word best defines the
year 2020, I’m not sure joy would be at the top of the
suggestions?
How easy it is to be distracted by the pain, division, and
suffering we see. Really, the same could be said at first glance
of many stories recorded in the Bible. Something surprising
also weaves through the accounts in scripture through - Joy!
God wants to embrace us with Joy - in ALL things.
Before Jesus was born, John leapt for joy in his mother's
womb, when hearing Mary’s voice - who was pregnant with
Jesus. Angels announced good tidings of great joy at the birth
of Jesus.
As a young man, Jesus told parables of joy and promised to
give His followers complete joy that couldn’t be taken away.
Today we have a promise that an even greater joy is coming,
heaven is waiting! Not only does He promise eternity - He also
invites us to dip into His joy now, to fuel us for these days we
have on earth!
In the Old Testament, we learn that the joy of the Lord can be
our strength. He offers an oil of joy for our mourning, a joy

that can penetrate deep within and heal the achy places of
our lives.
We can actually live with a supernatural joy that isn’t
changed by our circumstances.
Where do we encounter this?
“You make known to me the path of life; in your presence, there
is fullness of joy.” Psalm 16:11b
In HIS presence, we receive Joy!
The Lord doesn’t promise that tomorrow morning when we
wake up all our sorrows will be gone. That sure would be
nice though, right?! But He promises to never leave us. He
encourages us not to be discouraged and instead he offers
a lavish gift. Why? Because He sees every single moment
ahead of us. He placed us here for this very time and out of
an abundance of love, he’s equipped us with the ability to
thrive - no matter the circumstances we face.
My friend, you really can receive deep joy right now. Within
HIS embrace as you soak in His presence, He will
generously give you the fullness of joy!

Prayer Prompt

Lord I love you and your presence, fill me with unspeakable joy
that is not shaken by the things of this world, but instead
strengthens me for each day.

Day 21
God's perfect will
Elle Cardel

Oh, the beautiful season of Advent. There’s something so very
special about this time of year that feels like a breath of fresh
air. Don’t you agree?
To me, this season is a reminder that our perspective in this
life is limited and we simply cannot grasp the great plans our
good and gracious God is in the process of perfecting for us.
Speaking of God’s perfect will, today let's look at the “other
players” in the Advent story- Zechariah and Elizabeth. While
these two are not the first characters in the Christmas story
that come to mind, it’s important to note the significant roles
they played in preparing for the birth of Christ Jesus. This is a
painful story of a faithful couple, and we have much to glean
from it.
“And they were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in
all the commandments and statutes of the Lord. But they had no
child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in
years.” -Luke 1:6-7
Zechariah and Elizabeth were righteous before God, but their
inability to bear a child brought with it guilt and shame.
I can only imagine the sense of hopelessness and
helplessness these two experienced throughout the years as
a result.

But then something wonderful happened.
Before continuing please read Luke 1:11-15
Something special to note here is that the angel appeared
while Zechariah was serving in the sanctuary of the temple
in order to burn incense on the sacrificed altar. This act
Zechariah was in the process of performing was one you
could only perform once in your life and only if you were
chosen for the task.
Sister, it is no coincidence that the angel’s appearance and
the announcement of John’s birth took place while
Zechariah was doing this and while God’s people were
praying in the temple.
I often wonder what prayer of Zechariah’s the angel was
referring to. (Luke 1:13) Zechariah knew he and Elizabeth
were old in age, so it's likely he was praying the same prayer
the people of God in the temple were praying. That is, for
the Son of God; for the promises of God.
Do not miss this! In order for God to come as powerfully as
promised, the way needed to be paved and the people
needed to be prepared. This--the announcement of the
birth of John--was part of the way!
John’s birth would prelude to the birth of God’s Son, Jesus
Christ.
Let’s take a look at Zechariah’s response:
Please read before continuing Luke 1:18-23
Although Zechariah was righteous and godly (Luke 1:6), he
doubted the angel’s announcement. To ensure it was
actually true, he requested a sure sign and the angel

responded by stating his name, Gabriel (meaning, “God is
my hero”), and shutting Zechariah’s lips until John was born.
Zechariah had to use his ears while he waited, watched, and
listened for God to bring Gabriel’s announcement to life.
For nine whole months, he could not speak. Can you
imagine?
It is important to note that this was not an act of
condemnation from the Lord. It was an act of discipline.
God used this time to perfect a greater faith in Zechariah,
who would later go from being a priest to a prophet. (Luke
1:67-79) Now, let’s take a look at Elizabeth’s response:
Please read before continuing - Luke 1:24-25 (ESV)
Zechariah may have only been able to initially see the
obstacles of his age and his wife’s barren womb, but
Elizabeth saw so much more. She recognized that only God
could have blessed her with a fruitful womb. Thus, she
responded to the invaluable gift He had given her with
great joy and gratitude.
Sister, God is coming to do the impossible; to take our
barren lives and make them fruitful again.
Although John was the answer to Zechariah and Elizabeth’s
prayers, he was so much more than that. You see, John was
also the answer to the prayers of God’s people over the
centuries that a way would be made for the Savior to come!
It was God’s perfect plan that John would be the one who
would pave that way.
John became a glimmer of hope not just for his parents but
for the countless others who would come to faith in Christ

Jesus, the living hope of the world! This is the hope we
rejoice in today!
Christ Jesus died a death He did not deserve so that we
could live; so that we could walk in the forgiveness His grace
so freely gives.
Our perspective in this life may be limited and we may be
unable to fully grasp the great plans our good and gracious
God is in the process of perfecting for us because of that,
but it is my prayer that we would rejoice in the truth that
the Savior of the world has gone before us in order to pave
the way, for us.
May we be proactive participants of trusting in God’s
pleasing and perfect will, even through the veil of our
doubt, anxiety, and fear; even when things don’t make
sense to our fickle minds.

Prayer Prompt

May we walk in the glorious news of the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ, today and everyday. Soli deo Gloria.

Day 22
The joy that changed the world
Scotti Beth Lawson

Do you ever wish you could time travel back to the time when
Jesus was born?
Every Christmas season this thought crosses my mind.
When we look at the Bible, before Jesus’ birth, there was a
400 year period where God’s people did not hear from Him;
the prophets were silent and the people were in a type of
holding pattern as they waited to hear from The Lord.
This waiting, I can imagine, was disheartening, confusing, and
also a way that God was preparing His people’s hearts with
holy anticipation for what He knew was to come.
What was to come? A joy that would forever change the
world; that joy was Jesus.
2 Corinthians 9:15 says, “Thanks be to God for His indescribable
gift.” That gift is Jesus and through Jesus, we experience
indescribable joy.
Not only is the gift of Jesus' joy indescribable for now, but it
was joy indescribable for then. This is why I wish I could time
travel back to when Jesus burst through the silence and
changed the world forever.

Because Jesus has changed the world forever, as disciples
of Jesus, the way that we see the world should be changed
forever. No matter what we face or what we encounter, we
should be filled with joy because we are filled with the spirit
of Jesus. We are imperfect vessels that a perfect God
resides in and because of that, the gift of joy is always
available and always overflowing. It is our choice to allow
His joy to permeate every part of our lives and every part of
our world.
When I think about the shepherds and the wise men, after
they visited Jesus, they were changed forever.
Joseph and Mary, after seeing God’s faithfulness and His
plan come to fruition, they were changed forever.
The disciples, after they were called by Jesus, were changed
forever.
Mary Magdalene, after Jesus called her name, she was
changed forever.
Because of Jesus, we know joy, and His joy changes our
world forever.

Prayer Prompt
What part of your world needs the joy of Jesus to wash over it?
How can you reclaim the joy that Jesus brings and allow it to
change your world forever?

Day 23
God is working In the waiting
Mary Peterman

I can still hear the words on the playground. “Your mother
didn’t want you. She left you at a store for unwanted babies,
and gave you up.” Unwanted, left, abandoned, rejected. Those
words cut deep. I ran by the playground attendants as fast as
my black-patent maryjanes would take me. With tears running
down my 6-year-old face, I ran 5 blocks to my house and
burst into the door. “Are you really my mom? Why didn’t she
want me?”
My parents had been told they couldn’t have children. They
waited five long years for the news that they would be able to
adopt and hoped a baby would soon become available. My
mother came from a poor family. She never went to college,
and her parents were divorced. Her dad left when she was
young, and my grandmother worked two jobs to support four
little girls, in a culture where women didn’t work. My father on
the other hand came from a family where education, family,
and wealth were important. Both of my grandparents went to
college. They fully disapproved of my parents’ marriage. My
grandmother had all boys but desperately wanted a little girl,
also. When they were told my mother couldn’t physically have
children, the nail was driven hard into the already closing
coffin of this broken relationship. For five years my
grandparents didn’t speak to my parents, and the hurt was
deep.
Finally, there was a baby. Born several months before, but the

biological mother wouldn’t sign the papers for release. My
parents had been pre-approved so when they finally got the
call the papers were signed, they stopped everything and
drove to the agency for what seemed like the 20th time.
This time was different. All of those years of waiting - the
words barren, infertile, childless, felt fleeting. Hope was
being restored.
They took the baby, which was me, immediately to my
grandpas’ offices. My grandma opened the blankets and
cried - a baby girl. Blonde curly hair and green eyes. Hard
hearts melted and healing started that day with a baby.
Words were replaced to chosen, wanted, prayers answered,
reconciled, family. God works while we wait!
Over 2000 years ago, our long-awaited and expected Savior
was born in a manger to fulfill all of the biblical prophecies
listed in the Old Testament. He was The Chosen One who
came to save and heal us all. Jesus, the precious baby, the
newborn King, is Emmanuel, God with us.

Prayer Prompt
Father God, remind me that things aren’t always what they
seem. You are working as we pray and wait. You know our
heart’s desire, and only You can fill it. As we anticipate the
arrival of the baby in the manger this Christmas, fill and heal
our hearts with You, Lord Jesus! Amen!
Isaiah 9:6 - For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and
the government will be on His shoulders. And He will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.

Day 24
Joy - A journey of light
Jade Emhoff

Then
Matthew 2:10 ~ When they [the Magi] saw the star, they rejoiced
exceedingly with great joy.
It was the light of a star that led the Magi to the light of the
world. Scripture tells us that the star went before them,
guiding their journey, a journey to joy.
The promise of a King, of a Savior, scriptures fulfilled through
the birth of a baby, brought forth great joy – a light in the
darkness – in its day.
Now
John 8:12 ~ Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of
the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will
have the light of life.”
As His disciples, we have the light of life living inside of us not
only to guide our earthly journeys and to give us an abundant
life but also to shine so others may come to know Him.
Every day we can choose joy because when Jesus humbled
himself and came down from His royal throne to live as man
and to die a horrific death on a cross, He chose you.
In a world where the darkness is wiping out hope more and

more each day, you have been chosen to be a light-bearer
for Jesus. Joy is a light that will introduce others to Him. Oh
how the world, though it not know it, is craving a joy
unshakeable – a joy that stands through the chaos and
brokenness around us, a joy only found in Jesus.
To Come
Revelation 1:16 ~ In his right hand He held seven stars… His
face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.
And while there was much rejoicing at the quiet, ordinary,
simple birth of a baby, that joy will be magnified and
multiplied at Jesus’ return.
It won’t be quiet or ordinary or simple at all; it won’t be the
light of a single star leading the way to see Him, but a
powerful, awesome wonder as He descends with 100
million angels at His side. Oh, what complete joy we will
experience from such a light.
So, it began with the light of a star that led to the light of the
world whose light is now in us and whose light will return in
its fullness one day to carry us home.
That is joy.

Prayer Prompt
Ask God to help you choose joy daily and to use your joy as a
light to introduce others to its source – Jesus!

Day 25
Good News, Great joy
Chelsey DeMatteis

This year has taught us many things; a few of the most
important I believe is that true joy comes only from Christ,
truth is never found apart from the Lord, and we as sinners
need a Savior. Advent this year has held a new weight in my
heart. It's deepened my desire for understanding. It's created
an expectancy of what God is doing and what He will do
before He sends His Son to come again. Jesus brought forth
through His life the greatest example of living out truth and
grace.
Those two words cause much tension in the world, and
honestly, they should. Truth and grace are not of this world.
They stem from the heart of our holy, perfect God and pierce
the hearts of those who have turned to Him. On this day over
2000 years ago, our Savior was born. Joy to the world! The
long-awaited Redeemer, The Son of God and Son of man was
here. Through God's great gift of His Son to us, we are able to
receive the gifts of His truth and grace.
My hope for you and me is this; when the tree has been taken
down, the glowy lights are put away, and the nativity scene is
boxed up; we won't let the awe and wonder of the Advent
season dissipate. Instead, may it be the season that stirs up in
us daily a heart that celebrates our always truthful, allsustaining, everlasting Savior, Jesus.

As we end our time together I pray your heart has been
steadied in the joy we have in Christ and most of all that
you feel nudged to eagerly and obediently take the good
news of great joy for all people to the ends of the earth.
"And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have
seen His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of
grace and truth." John 1:14

Prayer Prompt

Pray with me...
Lord, thank you for the reason we celebrate this season of
Advent. I am so thankful that our hearts are steadied by the joy
we have in you. Father, I pray that my heart will always be
open to your truth that shatters darkness. I pray that I cling
fervently to your hope which eclipses fear. Lord, may my heart
always seek your everlasting promises and gift of grace woven
through your word. In Jesus's name, amen.
Merry Christmas!
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