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A d v e n t  
W o r s h i p

N OVEMBER  29 ,  2020

Full of Grace and Truth



Church of the Resurrection is a new church  
   in and for the heart of New Orleans.  

We exist to do what every Christian community has been called to do  
at all times and in all places, to love God and our neighbor through the 
grace and truth of Jesus Christ. 

We believe that he lived, he died,  
he was resurrected, he will come again -  
and we believe that to know him, is to know the fullness of life. 

Whether you believe that or not, you are welcome here. 
Whatever your background, wherever you are between faith and doubt,  
the door of this church is open to you. 

God mercifully reveals himself to those who seek. 
When that happens, there is transformation to the depths. 
When the church is unified by this power and love, 
it is able to take part in the very work of God, making all things new. 

This is happening in New Orleans.  
This is Resurrection’s dream.  
Come realize it with us. 
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W  E  L  C  O  M  E



Reflection 

If I were but sure that I should live to see the coming of the Lord, it 
would be the joyfulest tidings in the world. O that I might see His 
kingdom come! It is the characteristic of His saints to love His 
appearing, and to look for that blessed hope. "The Spirit and the 
bride say, Come." "Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” 
 – Richard Baxter 

For whatever reason God chose to make man as he is— limited and 
suffering and subject to sorrows and death—He had the honesty and 
the courage to take His own medicine. Whatever game He is playing 
with His creation, He has kept His own rules and played fair. He can 
exact nothing from man that He has not exacted from Himself. He has 
Himself gone through the whole of human experience, from the trivial 
irritations of family life and the cramping restrictions of hard work and 
lack of money to the worst horrors of pain and humiliation, defeat, 
despair and death. When He was a man, He played the man. He was 
born in poverty and died in disgrace and thought it well worthwhile. 
 – Dorothy Sayers 

The Lord is coming, always coming. When you have ears to hear and 
eyes to see, you will recognize him at any moment of your life. Life is 
Advent; life is recognizing the coming of the Lord. 
 – Henri Nouwen 

The celebration of Advent is possible only to those who are troubled 
in soul, who know themselves to be poor and imperfect, and who look 
forward to something greater to come. 
 – Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
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P R E L U D E  

W E L C O M E  

Call to Worship:  Psalm 40 

Leader: I waited patiently for the Lord; 
    he inclined to me and heard my cry. 
 He put a new song in my mouth, 
        a song of praise to our God. 

      All: Blessed is the one who makes 
        the Lord their trust, 
 who does not turn to the proud, 
        to those who go astray after a lie! 

Leader: But may all who seek you 
        rejoice and be glad in you; 
 may those who love your salvation 
        say continually, “Great is the Lord!” 

      All:  As for me, I am poor and needy, 
        but the Lord takes thought for me. 
 You are my help and my deliverer; 
        do not delay, O my God! 
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Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, 
God of glory, Lord of love; 

Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee, 
Op’ning to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; 
Drive the dark of doubt away; 
Giver of immortal gladness, 
Fill us with the light of day! 

Thou art giving and forgiving, 
Ever blessing, ever blest, 

Wellspring of the joy of living, 
Ocean depth of happy rest! 

Thou our Father, Christ our Brother, 
All who live in love are Thine; 

Teach us how to love each other, 
Lift us to the joy divine. 

Mortals, join the happy chorus, 
Which the morning stars began; 
Father love is reigning o’er us, 
Brother love binds man to man. 

Ever singing, march we onward, 
Victors in the midst of strife, 

Joyful music leads us Sunward 
In the triumph song of life. 

!5



O Come, All Ye Faithful 

O come, all ye faithful  
Joyful and triumphant  

O come ye, oh come ye to Bethlehem  
Come and behold Him  
Born the king of angels  

Oh come let us adore Him  
Oh come let us adore Him  
Oh come let us adore Him  

Christ the Lord  

Sing, Choirs of angels  
Sing in exultation  

Sing all ye citizens of heaven above!  
Glory to God! 

Glory in the highest    

Chorus  

Yea, Lord we greet thee  
Born this happy morning  

Jesus to Thee be all glory given  
Word of the Father  

Now in flesh appearing    

Chorus 
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L I G H T I N G  O F  T H E   
A D V E N T  C A N D L E  

Luke 1:26–38 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city 
of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the 
virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was 
greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of 
greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, 
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall 
call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son 
of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne 
of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a 
virgin?” 

And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of 
God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was 
called barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” And 
Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me 
according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 
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Yet Not I but Through Christ in Me 

What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer 
There is no more for heaven now to give 

He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom 
My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace 

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus 
For my life is wholly bound to His 

Oh how strange and divine, I can sing: all is mine 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 

The night is dark but I am not forsaken 
For by my side, the Saviour He will stay 
I labour on in weakness and rejoicing 

For in my need, His power is displayed 
To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me 

Through the deepest valley He will lead 
Oh the night has been won, and I shall overcome 

Yet not I, but through Christ in me 

No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven 
The future sure, the price it has been paid 
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon 
And He was raised to overthrow the grave 
To this I hold, my sin has been defeated 

Jesus now and ever is my plea 
Oh the chains are released, I can sing: I am free 

Yet not I, but through Christ in me 

                                                                                                      *continued on next page… 
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With every breath I long to follow Jesus 
For He has said that He will bring me home 
And day by day I know He will renew me 
Until I stand with joy before the throne 
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus 

All the glory evermore to Him 
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat 

Yet not I, but through Christ in me 

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus 
All the glory evermore to Him 

When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 

When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 

                                                                                                  

Prayers of the People 

You hear us calling, You hear us calling, “Abba, Father” 
You hear us calling, You hear us calling, “Abba, Father” 

Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy 
Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy 

 

The Offering* 

 

*In the offering, we respond to God’s generosity and sacrifice by entrusting our resources to him.  
   Please feel under no obligation to give. 
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GIVE AT THE WELCOME TABLE            GIVE BY MAIL               
GIVE ONLINE            Please make checks out to ‘Church of the Resurrection’ 
Visit resurrectionnola.com/give                P.O. Box 52888, New Orleans, LA 70152 



Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the virgin Mary. 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried; 
      he descended to hell. 
      The third day he rose again from the dead. 
      He ascended to heaven 
      and is seated at the right hand  
      of God the Father almighty. 
      From there he will come  
      to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Resurrection News 

The Passing of the Peace 

!10



A D V E N T  1 :  
T H E  O N E  W I T H  U S  

Sermon Text:  Luke 2:8–21 
  “The Rhythm of Advent” 
   Mike Rousey 

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear 
not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you 
will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 
15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing 
that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And 
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying 
in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying 
that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it 
wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up 
all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, 
as it had been told them. 
21 And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was 
called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in 
the womb. 

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord! 
      All:   Thanks be to God! 
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Confession of Sin 

Forgiveness of God in Jesus Christ 

The Lord’s Supper:  Prayer of Consecration† 

The Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 
and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, 'This is my 
body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the 
same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, 'This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me.’  

   All:  For every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
             we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  

 

†The Lord’s Supper is a vital part of Christians’ communion with Jesus. Together, we affirm 
our commitment to him—and each other—by celebrating his death and resurrection. 
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My Heart Is Filled with Thankfulness 

My heart is filled with thankfulness 
To Him who bore my pain; 

Who plumbed the depths of my disgrace 
And gave me life again; 

Who crushed my curse of sinfulness 
And clothed me in His light 

And wrote His law of righteousness 
With pow’r upon my heart. 

My heart is filled with thankfulness 
To Him who walks beside; 

Who floods my weaknesses with strength 
And causes fears to fly; 

Whose ev’ry promise is enough 
For ev’ry step I take, 

Sustaining me with arms of love 
And crowning me with grace. 

My heart is filled with thankfulness 
To him who reigns above, 

Whose wisdom is my perfect peace, 
Whose ev’ry thought is love. 
For ev’ry day I have on earth 

Is given by the King; 
So I will give my life, my all, 

To love and follow him. 
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Joy to the World 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come 
Let earth receive her King! 

Let every heart prepare Him room 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven and nature sing 

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing 

Joy to the world! the Savior reigns 
Let men their songs employ 

While fields and floods 
Rocks, hills and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy 

No more let sins and sorrows grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground 

He comes to make 
His blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found 
Far as the curse is found 

Far as, far as the curse is found 

He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders of His love 

And wonders and wonders of His love 
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The Doxology 

Direct, control, suggest, this day, 
All I design, or do, or say,  

That all my powers, with all their might, 
In Thy sole glory may unite. 

I would not wake nor rise again 
And Heaven itself I would disdain, 
Wert Thou not there to be enjoyed, 

And I in hymns to be employed. 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

The Blessing:  Romans 15 

May the God of hope  
   fill you with all joy and peace in believing,  
   so that by the power of the Holy Spirit  
   you may abound in hope. 

   All:  Amen! 
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Resources 

John 1:14 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

1 Timothy 3:16 
Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was manifested in the flesh, 
vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the 
world, taken up in glory. 

Galatians 4:4 
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son. 

Isaiah 7:14 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 

Colossians 1:15 
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 

Isaiah 9 
The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
    on them has light shone… 
For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
    and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and of peace 
    there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
    to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Timothy+3%3A16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+4%3A4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+7%3A14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1%3A15&version=ESV


R E S U R R E C T I O N   
N E W S  

WELCOME, VISITORS! 
If you’re new to Resurrection, we’re so glad you’re here.  
Sign-in in at the Welcome Table so we can reach out and say hello! 

CHRISTMAS PROJECT  
Individuals and families at Resurrection have signed-up to buy 
Christmas gifts for a children in our city that may not otherwise have 
many gifts on Christmas morning.  Sign up to sponsor a child or to 
volunteer at the Connect Table or email Nicki at 
nicki@resurrectionnola.com. 

If you have already signed up to sponsor a child: 
• You can drop off gifts at the church next Sunday (12/6) or 

the following Sunday.  
• **Sunday, 12/13 is the last day to drop off gifts.** 
• Mark your calendars for Distribution on Sunday, 12/20. This 

is when we’ll get to connect with our adopted families in 
person, and we’ll need plenty of volunteer hands on deck! 

BIBLE STUDIES 
We’re making genuine relationships with another and growing together 
in the knowledge of God. Come join us! 

WOMEN’S  
 Tuesdays:  7:30PM–9:00PM, @ The Yennis’  
 Fridays:  10:00AM–11:30AM, @ the Lackeys’ (2735 Octavia St.) 

THE BROTHERHOOD (MEN’S) 
 Wednesdays:  6:30AM–7:25AM @ the Church 
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A D V E N T   
C A L E N D A R  

D E C E M B E R  

Advent Service: Wednesday, Dec. 2nd 
   *6:30–7:30PM @ the Church. 

Membership Sunday: Sunday, Dec. 6th 
   *Induction for our new members followed by a church-wide lunch. 

Kid’s Christmas Program: Sunday, Dec. 13th 
   *Resurrection’s kids will be leading us in song and a manger scene! 

Christmas Project Distribution: Sunday, Dec. 20th 
   *We’re providing Christmas gifts for New Orleans children!  
   *Distribution will be 12:00PM–3:00PM @ the Church. 

Christmas Eve Service: Thursday, Dec. 24th 
   *5:00–6:00PM @ the Church. 

 

FOLLOW US ONLINE 

   SERMON PODCAST  
      Apple Podcasts & Google Play Music 
      Search ‘Church of the Resurrection, New Orleans’ 
        CCLI #11459311 
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N E W  M E M B E R  
S P O T L I G H T :  
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The deLaureals 
Jonathan, Marcy, and their two boys Jack 
and Daniel have been in New Orleans for 6 
years.   Jonathan is from New Orleans and 
Marcy is from Chicago. They live in the 
uptown neighborhood of New Orleans and 
have been at Resurrection for 3 years. The 
deLaureals love the warm, welcoming, and 
smart leadership; Sunday morning vibes 
and band and the focus on the sermon.  
There is an openness and willingness to try 
new things and they find the congregation 
very relatable. 

Rebecca Johnson 
Rebecca moved to New Orleans for grad school 4.5 
years ago and then stayed on!   She is originally from 
Jackson, MS and has been at Resurrection for the last 
2 years.   She lives in Uptown and appreciates the 
scale of the  church community and its ability to 
maintain a sense of community as it grows, and finds 
it easy to bring friends with her.   Rebecca enjoys 
Pastor Ben's intentionality in explaining the 
significance of traditions throughout the service, as it 
gives understanding to those coming from different 
backgrounds. 

Mary Exnicios 
Mary grew up in Northwest Louisiana and has been in 
New Orleans for the past 9 years after 15 years in 
Southeast Europe. She has been attending 
Resurrection for a little over a year and recently 
moved to the Broadmoor neighborhood.   Mary loves 
Pastor Ben's preaching, the beauty of the liturgy and 
the warm, friendly atmosphere of the church. 
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CONTACT  

www.resurrectionnola.com 

If you would like to receive our weekly newsletter and  
stay updated on what is happening here at  
Resurrection, please sign up… 

• at the Welcome Table 
• by emailing info@resurrectionnola.com 
• or Text ‘NOLA’ to 38470  

For pastoral assistance, prayer,  
or further questions about Resurrection, 

please contact our pastor, Ben: 
ben@resurrectionnola.com 

504.517.4012 

Feel free to take this bulletin  
home with you, otherwise please recycle 
by placing it in the basket as you leave.

Ben Cunningham, Lead Pastor 
 ben@resurrectionnola.com 

Kathryn Choate, Children’s Ministry Director 
kathryn@resurrectionnola.com 

Ashley Johnston, Director of Operations 
 ashley@resurrectionnola.com 

Nicki Kristol, Discipleship / Mercy Ministry 
nicki@resurrectionnola.com 

Megan Weyland, Communications / Discipleship 
megan@resurrrectionnola.com 

    Prayer Requests
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